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(LEFT) ROME: March 8, 2024 – JCU Women’s Leadership Initiative’s Vice President, Bronte Delmonico, during JCU’s interdepartmental International Women’s Day event, “Feminist Futures.”
(TOP RIGHT) ROME: February 15, 2024 – JCU Women’s Leadership Initiative’s Board. From left to right: Benedetta Carli, Maria Ludovica Cataldi, Valeria Reyes Garcia, Vishwa Parmar, Bronte Delmonico, and Emma Saul.
(MIDDLE RIGHT) ROME: March 8, 2024 – Drag queen and children’s book author Cristina Prenestina performing her transformation act from Francesco to Cristina during “Feminist Futures.”
(BOTTOM RIGHT) ROME: March 8, 2024 – Detail from “Women Writing Utopia,” a static exhibition showcasing women authors and their dystopian work during “Feminist Futures.”
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

BY SOFIA FAID

This article addresses a case of 
gender violence and may be dis-
tressing and triggering.

When you are 13 years old, 
you should only worry 

about doing well in middle school, 
having fun with your friends, and 
awkwardly chatting with your 
crush; you should not be scared to 
go on a walk with your boyfriend, 
nor be scared to be attacked by se-
ven men. Unfortunately, this is the 
tragic story of a 13-year-old girl, 
who was raped by two men while the 
�R�W�K�H�U�� �¿�Y�H�� �K�H�O�G�� �K�H�U�� �E�R�\�I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �E�D�F�N����

The horrible attack happened on 
Jan. 30 in Catania, Sicily, where the 
couple was dragged into the public 
baths of Villa Bellini. The girl was 
courageous enough to report the 
incident immediately. The police 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�G���D�U�U�H�V�W�H�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�H�U�S�H-
trators, some of whom were minors.  

Despite stories of rape unfor-
tunately happening too often, this 
story in particular received a lot of 
media attention. And instead of ad-
vocating for abused women, instead 
of demanding a change in our pa-
�W�U�L�D�U�F�K�D�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J��

rape culture, the media used this 
girl’s traumatic story to fuel the al -
ready existing racism in this country.  

In particular, the daily news-
paper “La Verità” has promoted 
the harmful myth that 40 percent 
of rapes in Italy are committed by 
foreigners. This statistic has been 
proven wrong by the National Ins-
titute of Statistics (Istat); the fact-
checking site Pagella Politica re-
ports that 80% of the time Italian 
women are raped by Italian men.  

Certain politicians and me-
dia outlets don’t seem to cover as 
much the cases of sexual assault 
when they involve Italian natio-
nals, but they do exhaust coverage 
and headlines on stories that will 
serve an anti-migration agenda.   

Since 2022, when the right-wing 
party Fratelli d’Italia won the elec -
tions, many anti-immigration laws 
have been proposed, such as na-
rrowing asylum rights and allowing 
the authorities to hold people in 
pre-deportation detention cen -
ters for a maximum of 18 months.  

The Italian Minister of Agricul-
ture for Fratelli d’Italia, Francesco 
Lollobrigida, who is also brother-
in law of Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni, expressed his “concern” 

that Italy is at risk of “ethnic re-
placement,” further promoting 
systematic racism in the country.   

So when the police reported on 
Feb. 4 that the perpetrators of the 
13-year old girl in Catania are of 
Egyptian origin, Matteo Salvini, 
former Deputy Prime Minister and 
leader of the right-wing political 
party, Lega, known for its anti-im-
migration policies, jumped at the 
chance to feed his dangerous narra-
tives that depict migrants as scary 
creatures that come to our country 
to destroy our peace. Salvini re-
ceived wide coverage in the media 
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BY MAX NOKES

This month is International 
Women’s Month. I had the 

privilege to speak with the Vice Pre-
sident of the Women’s Leadership 
Initiative (WLI), Bronte Delmoni-
co, On why we should celebrate this 
month and what there is to look 
forward to. 

 As the proponet behind a se-
ries of upcoming events spanning 
throughout March, WLI is assured 
�W�R���P�D�N�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H��
JCU community, hoping to em-
power and celebrate the achieve-
ments of women. In this interview, 
Delmonico shares insights into the 
various events planned in collabo-
ration with the Women’s Leader -
ship Initiative, the importance of 
recognizing March as International 
Women’s Month, and the transfor -
mative power of participating in 
the many upcoming events here at 
JCU. Join us as we delve into the 
heart of an organization dedicated 
to inspiring change and apprecia-
ting the incredible contributions of 
women. 

 First question obviously is, 
what is the Women’s Leaders -
hip Initiative?

So, the Women’s Leadership 
Initiative is a response to the his-
toric and ongoing oppression that 
has led to the under-representation 
of women in leadership positions. 
And to address this issue, we’ve 
strived to carry on the work and 
mission of the founders of WLI in 
advancing gender equity and foste-
ring a safe environment for women 
by focusing on three main pillars. 
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�H�L�Q�J���D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\������ �Z�H���Z�D�Q�W��
to bring awareness in developing 
an enhanced understanding of gen-

der inequalities and marginalized 
communities and also just to start 
conversations or talk about rele-
vant issues that may be going on 
right now. For example, we’ve held 
round tables on certain topics, par-
ticipated in panels with other clubs, 
and we even were able to put tam-
pons and pads in the bathrooms at 
JCU. We also focus on connection, 
whether it be internal to the JCU 
community with students, other 
clubs, the faculty and student ser-
vices, or externally with alumni, the 
professional community, or orga-
nizations. We’ve done some work 
with Casa Internazionale delle Don-
ne and hosted several inspiring and 
amazing guest speakers. Lastly, we 
concentrate on professional develo-
�S�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���E�H���V�X�F�K���D���G�L���F�X�O�W��
thing to attain as an undergraduate 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �Z�H�¶�Y�H�� �R���H�U�H�G��
LinkedIn, resume, and CV buil -
ding workshops. Although we’re 
a women-led organization, we’re 
not exclusive to just women and I 
think the community we’ve built 
with the board, the members, and 
the JCU community is very special. 
We think it’s important to create a 
comfortable environment and so if 
anyone wants to talk about a certain 
issue or going on, we always try to 
make the space and time to do so.  

How does the Women’s 
Leadership Initiative contri -
bute to promoting and suppor -
ting women’s empowerment 
in the JCU community?   

�:�H�O�O�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���V�D�\���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�H-
most that the work of WLI is just a 
fraction of the contributions that are 
being done, especially this semester 
with International Women’s Month 
in March. We have the incredible 
faculty in student services and the 
health and well-being department 
that’s contributing and professors 
are taking their own strides to bring 
awareness to the importance of 

this month. Last year, the school 
did such a great job of organizing 
and spotlighting International 
Women’s Month and this year I’m 
even more excited for everything 
planned. Instead of doing our usual 
bi-weekly meetings this semester, 
WLI decided to concentrate our 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H���R�U�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �0�D�U�F�K�� �E�\��
working with the JCU community. 
We’re so thankful for the resources 
and people we’ve been able to work 
with.  

Why do you think it’s im -
portant to celebrate this 
month? And with all these 
events happening, what are 
your goals that you’re hoping 
to accomplish by the end of the 
month?   

I think it’s important to celebra -
te International Women’s Month to 
give recognition to all of the inspi -
ring women throughout history and 
of today, to acknowledge and shed 
light on the struggles of women, 
and also to bring empowerment to 
all that’s been achieved. During our 
introductory meeting last semes-
ter, we asked those who attended 
to name one woman who inspires 
them - and I remember that it was 
hard for everyone to choose just 
one. But almost everyone named 
their mom or a close relative, and 
I thought that was beautiful how 
we’ve all been touched and inspired 
by women in our life - whether it be 
directly in our homes or from the 
�H���R�U�W�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\������

And what are the goals WLI 
is trying to accomplish? And 
what events do you have plan -
ned for the month of March? 

Our foremost objective is just 
to bring awareness and ignite con-
versations and participation in the 
JCU community. We want to show 
that there are opportunities to get 

involved with all of the amazing 
events that have been coordina-
ted  by other clubs, by the faculty, 
and by student services. Some of 
the events that are happening this 
month are:

• Early Women’s Day Celebra -
tion

March 7, 12:45pm-1:30pm, Le-
mon Tree Courtyard

• Jamila: Women In Art Exhi -
bit (Arab Student Association)

March 7, Upper Reading Room

• Feminist Futures (Interde-
partmental Event)

March 8, all day, Aula Magna

• Self-Defense Classes
March 11, 14, 19, & 20, 7:30 pm, 
Secchia Terrace

• Women Infographics Exhibit
March 12, all day, Tiber Café

• Book Handout “The Girl I 
Am, Was and Never Will Be”

March 13, Frohring campus

• Thelma and Louise Scree -
ning (Film Appreciation Club)

March 19, 6:30pm,  G.G.1

• Women In Leadership: JCU 
Roundtable

March 21, 6:00pm, G.G.1

• Celebrating Trans Women 
(Queer Alliance)

March 25, 6:00pm, Aula Magna

• Period Products Workshop 
(with Vicky Walsh) Relations -
hips and Sex Educator 

March 25, 7:30pm, Aula Magna

• Women in Psychology 
(Psychology Club)

March 26, 7:30pm, G.K.1.3

And so many more. So please make 

sure to stay tuned with updates and 
announcements.  

I can’t wait to attend some 
of them. Why do you think it’s 
important to collaborate with 
these other clubs? Does this 
help build your community?   

It’s important to collaborate 
with other clubs because they re-
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�\�V����
I think that we’re bringing as much 
attention through this month as 
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �E�\�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �G�L���H-
rent types of women at this school. 
Because there’s not just one way to 
be a woman.  

In what ways can students 
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�������Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���S�D�U�W��
of WLI or any other club, can 
contribute to International 
Women’s month?   

Participate! Join and come to 
the lovely events that have been or-
ganized for this month. And there’s 
so many. So even if you can’t come 
to one, or maybe one peaks your in-
terest more than another, there’s so 
many ways to become involved. 

 Amazing Bronte, thank 
you so much!  

No, thank you! 

As we anticipate the exciting 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �:�/�,�� �K�D�V�� �W�R�� �R���H�U�� �W�K�L�V��
International Women’s Month; 
it’s great to see such a great orga-
nization like WLI create oppor-
tunities for learning, inspiration, 
and growth. With the upcoming 
discussions, screenings, or celebra-
tions, WLI is ready to celebrate the 
achievements and contributions of 
women this International Women’s 
Month. �„

Edited by Marouso Pappas

STUDENT COMMENTARY

when asking for the chemical cas-
tration of the convicted perpetra -
tors on his social media accounts. 

In fact, Salvini used this story to 
promote his party’s law proposal of 
chemical castration for those con-
victed of sexual assault and pedo-
philia. This law proposal is not only 
completely absurd and barbaric, 
but it does nothing to prevent se-
xual assault. Instead of advocating 
for women’s rights and against rape 
culture, it implies this issue is one 
of personal responsibility, it puts 
the focus back on the perpetrator, 
and ignores the underlying issues.  

Focusing on the abusers ins-
tead of the victims and survivors 
�Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�� �K�H�O�S�� �¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �U�D�S�H�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H����
and if we do not do anything, this 
girl’s story will soon be one of other 
billion like this. We must become 
more critical of the media we are 
consuming, and we must stop it 
from manipulating us into believing 
racist and damaging stereotypes. 

�2�X�U���¿�J�K�W���P�X�V�W���Q�R�W���H�Q�G���X�Q�W�L�O���H�Y�H�U�\��
woman and girl will live in an equal 
�D�Q�G�� �V�D�I�H�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\���� �:�H�� �P�X�V�W�� �¿�J�K�W�� �V�R��
that this girl’s story is the last one. �„

Edited by Annalucia Scotto di Clemente

For this special issue  on International Women’s Day  and International Women’s Month ,
the Board of The Matthew is proud to showcase some highlights from  “Feminist Futures,”

JCU’s interdepartmental celebration on International Women’s Day ( see previous page),
as well as some upcoming events , as promoted by JCU Women’s Leadership Initiative (see below).

Italian Media and Politician Exploit A Case 
of Rape as Anti–Immigration Propaganda  

Empowering Change: A Conversation 
with Bronte Delmonico of the Women’s 
Leadership Initiative

Genuine Advocacy or  Pinkwashing? The 
Representation of Gender Violence on the 
Stage of the Sanremo Music Festival
BY FRANCESCA MOTTA

On Feb. 8, on the stage of the 
Sanremo Festival, a cor-

nerstone event in Italian music bro -
adcasted by RAI, the cast of the fa-
mous Italian TV series Mare Fuori, 
attempted to address gender-based 
violence. The speech, authored by 
the writer and cartoonist Matteo 
Bussola  Mare Fuori. 

The speech received praise from 
leading Italian newspapers such 
as La Repubblica and Il Mattino. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �I�D�F�H�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��

criticism from those deeply familiar 
with gender-based violence. 

Elena Cecchettin, 24, sister of  
a recent victim of femicide, Giu-
lia Cecchettin, 22, contested the 
speech, labeling it as a form of 
pinkwashing.  

Cecchettin also shared the 
words of Carlotta Vagnoli, author 
and activist against gender violen-
ce, who argued that the speech ai-
med to promote the new season of 
the TV series without truly enga-
ging with the issue of femicide.

I couldn’t agree more with 

Cecchettin’s sentiments. The crux 
of the matter lies in the total absen-
ce of discussion on gender violence. 
Instead, the monologue revolved 
around the “New Words of Love,” 
listing verbs and nouns like Listen, 
Welcome, Accept, Learn, Truth, 
Standing by, No, and Together. 
Each word was accompanied by 
rhetorical phrases about relation -
ships, which, as Cecchettin stated, 
seemed to be the notes found in 
chocolate boxes rather than a se-
rious stance against gender-based 
violence. 

The speech concludes with the 
assertion:, “What we decide to see 

STUDENT COMMENTARY
will depend only on us.”

However, this statement lacks 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�O�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Y�L�F�W�L�P�V��
bear some responsibility for the vio-
�O�H�Q�F�H���L�Q�À�L�F�W�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P����

The lack of depth and critical 
analysis in addressing gender-ba-
sed violence must primarily be at-
tributed to the author of this speech. 
Given the prevalent trend in Italian 
media, it isn’t surprising that the 
chosen author was yet another man 
who has never tackled this issue 
and lacks the expertise to do so. 
�7�K�L�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���S�U�R�E�O�H�P��
of the underrepresentation of fema-

le voices, especially in contexts con-
cerning gender violence. 

In 2024, do we still have to 
endure these manifestations of 
mansplaining? Are we expected 
to tolerate lectures from men on a 
phenomenon in which we are the 
only witnesses? Is it truly so cha-
�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���I�H�P�D�O�H���Y�R�L-
ces to address these issues instead 
of perpetuating a narrative through 
the male gaze? Another opportunity 
to assert our voice has been wasted.

CONTINUES 

/PHOTO COURTESY OF MART PRODUCTIONS ON PEXELS



54

 Furthermore, the festival’s pre-
senter, Amadeus, stated in a press 
release that he doesn’t share 
Cecchettin’s criticisms and doesn’t 
�V�H�H�� �¿�W�� �W�R�� �D�S�R�O�R�J�L�]�H�� �W�R�� �K�H�U���� �<�H�W��
another man telling women how 
they should react to what he hasn’t 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���¿�U�V�W�K�D�Q�G�����&�O�D�V�V�L�F����

Moreover, the worst message 
promoted by this speech lies in the 
misguided juxtaposition of violen -
ce and love. In the context of vio-
lence against women, reducing the 
conversation to a mere glossary of 
“New Words of Love” trivializes and 
undermines the gravity of gender-
based violence. 

This approach eludes the syste-
mic nature of violence against wo-
men, deeply rooted in patriarchal 
ideologies and rape culture. For 
those who may not be familiar with 
this term, I would like to clarify that 
the term “rape culture” refers to 
the array of misogynistic ideologies 
that normalize male dominance 

over women, ultimately culmina -
ting in violence. Indeed, during the 
nationally broadcasted program, 
it would have been appropriate to 
specify that the speech refers to 
MALE violence against women. 

Even more importantly, RAI 
should have remembered that love 
is the exact opposite of violence.  

I speak on behalf of all women: 
we are tired of not being taken se-
riously, tired that the phenomenon 
of gender-based violence is still 
treated by the media as a trivial 
TV sketch veiled in pinkwashing. 
We are exhausted by the perpetual 
romanticization of violence. At the 
core of gender violence lies patriar-
chy, not an excess or lack of love. It 
is time to call things by their actual 
name and allow women’s voices to 
do just that. �„

Edited by Ada Maria Francesca 
Romeo

Giulia

BY SARA SEGAT

[TW: violence] 
 

Giulia died at twenty-two years of age 

Concealed by the depths, a hot-blooded maze, 

Began screaming in vain, his hands, her cage; 

Then left us in stillness, owned by his gaze. 

 
The press, with painted praises, veils the truth, 

A “loving boyfriend” whispered through the ink, 

Baked her cookies, far from actions brute; 

Therefore, it must have been her looks to kill. 

�7�K�H�\���W�D�N�H���R���H�Q�V�H���D�Q�G���N�H�H�S���W�Z�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���N�Q�L�Y�H�V����

Not all men, yet somehow always a man. 

Gather your sisters and sharpen your cries, 

�+�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���G�L���H�U���I�U�R�P���K�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G�"��

Let the grief resound through city streets 

�$�V���Z�H���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���E�H���V�H�W���I�U�H�H��

CREATIVE VOICES

Giulia Cecchettin was a 22-year-
old university student from Pa-
dua, Italy. She was murdered by 
her ex-boyfriend, Filippo Turetta, 
who adopted possessive behavior 
towards Giulia, and even threa-
tened to commit suicide due to 
depression caused by the end of 
their relationship. Fearing for his 

life, Giulia agreed to meet Filippo, 
which is when he then killed her.

This case sparked public indig-
nation and protests across Italy, 
shedding light on the issue of femi-
cide and the urgent need for more 
�H���F�L�H�Q�W�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R��
support women in danger.

According to a report released 
by the Italian Interior Ministry on 
Nov. 20, 2023, 55 out of the 106 wo-
men who have been killed in Italy in 
the past year are allegedly the vic-
tims of partners or ex-partners. �„

Edited by Indea Windust

Ariston Theatre in the city of Sanremo in Liguria where the music festival takes place every year.

/PHOTO COURTESY OF PAVEL DANILYUK ON PEXELS

in a trash bag that was disposed 
of in a vacant lot. A few days befo-
re the disappearance of Fátima, a 
25-year-old woman, Ingrid Esca-
milla, was also brutally killed by her 
partner. The remains of the body 
were found dismembered, mutila -
ted and skinned, disposed of down 
the toilet and a nearby sewer. Pho-
tos allegedly leaked by authorities 
circulated on social media and were 
republished by various newspapers. 

Protests in Mexico City and other 
Mexican cities exploded in rage, 
protesting the government’s inca-
pability of preventing this murder 
when the aggressor already had a 
history of violence against women. 
This unfortunately is a common 
scenario. The case, however, pus-
hed for a new law against publishing 
certain kind of images in the media. 

The international movement 
Ni Una Menos, “not one (woman) 
less” in Mexico has led a series of 
protests in the streets every March 
8 in addition to sparking many on -
line movements in each state and 
region of the county with the viral 
hashtag #niunamenos, pressu-
ring the government and inciting 
authorities to decrease the occu-
rrence of these violent acts. These 
social media platforms are known 
for attracting attention to the cau -
se and raising awareness, doing 
exactly what social media should 
do: spread information on a so-
cial issue that would otherwise be 
unknown due to the traditional 
media’s decision to not write about 
hard-to-discuss and taboo subjects 
that are not “trendy” or “enter -
taining” or “sensational” enough. 

Another protest that gained 
traction across Mexico was the na-
tional strike or “halt” (in Spanish, 
paro) called “One Day Without 
Us,” o #UnDiaSinNosotras, which 
took action against the unbelie-
vers and the ignorant members of 
society. On March 9, the feminist 
movement Observatorio Nacio-
nal Ciudadano led a strike where 
women decided to boycott work, 
school, usage of services such as 
Wi-Fi and bank transactions, and 
making purchases of any kind. 

The purpose was for the Mexican 
society to see what it would be like if 
all women were killed or had disap-
peared: how necessary we are, how 
we are just as important as men but 

are not being treated like so. Some 
women took matter in their own 
hands and protested in additional 
ways besides the ones already men-
tioned. My mother, for example, 
�H�Y�H�Q�� �U�H�I�X�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�K�R�Z�� �D�Q�\�� �D���H�F-
tion such as hugs and kisses to my 
father and brothers for them to care 
about the cause, literally raising 
the questions: “What if it was your 
mother? What if it was your wife?”  

�7�K�H�� �V�W�U�L�N�H�¶�V�� �R���F�L�D�O�� �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N��
page wrote: “If we [women] halt, 
the world halts. Remember: this 
day is to create awareness about 
the situation of gender violence that 
is battering through the country.”  

The movement was backed by 
mostly all major educational enti -
ties and professional as well, mea-
ning they excused absences and 
by law, included no drawbacks. 

However, common respon-
se emerged from some entities in 
�W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� �V�L�J�Q�D�O�L�Q�J�� �D�� �E�D�F�N�¿�U�L�Q�J��
�H���H�F�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �S�X�U�S�R-
se. In some notable high schools 
and universities in Nuevo León for 
example, the day without women 
was used as an excuse for boys to 
watch a football match, some tea-
chers allowed students to play video 
games during class time, and male 
students were allegedly seen ente-
ring women’s bathrooms and recor-
ding videos. The utter misconstruc-
tion of the central idea of the strike 
or “halt” made the community sad 
and disappointed of the male stu-
dents participating in these actions, 
but most importantly, the male 
professors and directors allowing 
wrongdoing to go unchecked. 

Ignorance like this is a head-
on example on why femicides and 
gender violence keep prevailing 
in Mexico. Another theory is that 
these issues are sensitive subjects 
and delicate matters that people 
are simply not thrilled to address. 
With children, hard topics tend to 
be avoided to spare kids’ warping of 
their idea of the perfect world they 
live in. When doing this though, 
we condemn the cycle of turning 
a blind eye to the matter. Additio -
nally, a common trend in Mexican 
culture is to assume that women 
talking about these issues are “ra-
dical feminists” who suggest all 
men are responsible or partially 
responsible for the violence en-
suing. This is simply not the case. 

Femicide in Mexico and feminist 
protests: a retrospect of 2020 

BY BARBARA PENA GUZMAN

This article addresses ca-
ses of gender violence and may 
be distressing and triggering.

Mexico is a country which 
despite all its natural 

wonders, archeological sites and 
top-tier cuisine faces an under-re-
ported and astonishing pandemic 
�R�I�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �D�W��
the hands of men directed to wo-
men. Women in Mexico are highly 
targeted, ranging from systematic 
gender microaggressions to sexual 
abuse and murder. As a response 
to this appalling treatment to wo -
men, the modern feminist move-
ment in Mexico exploded in anger 
and indignation in the beginning of 
2020 over the never-ending rising 
cases of femicide and disappearan-
ce of women, most of them, having 
been murdered in brutal ways. 

A few weeks before the COVID-19 
lockdown of 2020, the women of 
Mexico protested against a gover-
nment that disregards women’s 
lives by the lack of police investiga-
tion and the tendency of “sweeping 
under the rug” these deaths, or by 
placing blame onto the victims.  

Maya Averbuch, a reporter for 
The Guardian, reported on the pro-
tests that occurred in this period. 

“Many marchers on Sun-
day expressed frustration with 
the country’s federal and sta-
te authorities,” writes Averbuch. 
“Most murder cases go unsol-
ved, and families often search 
for the missing on their own.”  

�/�D�Z�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R���H�H�� �V�K�R�S��
employee, Arísta González, 40, 
is the founder of a Facebook 
group that reports disappearan-
ces and abuse in the Mexican 
municipality of Nezahualcóyotl, 
and told Averbuch that “people 
[are] fed up with the impunity.” 

“We used to be able to walk 
home from school alone and leave 
open the door to your house. Not 
anymore,” says González. “We’ve 
become used to living in fear.” 

�'�H�¿�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �8�1�� �D�V�� �D�� �³�J�H�Q-
der-motivated homicide,” femi -
cides in Mexico reached a peak 
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�W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�� �R�I�� ������������ �W�K�H��
most violent one in over 30 years, 
with the number accumula -
ting to 10 women killed per day. 

A Harvard study breaks down 
how violence against women is 
even more threatening and alar-
ming for women partly or enti -
rely indigenous. The unfortunate 
phenomenon dates to colonial 
times, when Spaniards held the 
power to abuse indigenous women 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\���À�L�F�N�H�U���R�I���D���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q-
ce. Nowadays, about 20 percent 
of Mexico’s population is partly or 
entirely indigenous. Read: Femici-
de in Mexico: the war on women. 

The Mexican Executive Secre-
tariat of the National Public Secu-
�U�L�W�\�� �6�\�V�W�H�P�� �F�R�Q�¿�U�P�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q��
Mexican state, Nuevo León, my 
home state, to be the second most 
violent entity in the country re-
garding femicide. In 2017, Nuevo 
León established criteria to ex-
plain what femicides are and how 
to identify them—this to be able to 
name the problem and grasp the 
gravity of the murderous epidemic.  

�7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �F�U�L�W�H�U�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�G�\��
of the deceased woman having in-
dications of sexual violence. The 
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�V���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q���W�K�H���E�R�G�\�� �V�L�J�Q�V��
of degrading acts such as mutila-
tion. The third criterion is one of 
the most important and it’s about 
previous records of violence from 
the aggressor and murderer. This 
last criterion is pertinent to men-
tion since in some cases it’s inco-
rrectly assumed the victim sustai-
ned a romantic relationship with 
the aggressor. To clarify, any type 
of relationship involving trust 
might facilitate the circumstan -
ces for the aggression to happen, 
but this is not exclusively the case.  

Data from Nuevo León reported 
by Griselda Nuñez, a prosecutor 
specializing in femicides and cri-
mes against women in Nuevo León, 
indicates that the modus operan-
di is exposing and or disposing of 
the victim’s body on public roads.  

In Mexico City, for example, two 
of the femicides that took place in 
2020 were highly addressed nation-
wide and caused extreme outrage. 
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I�������\�H�D�U���R�O�G��
Fátima, who was kidnapped from 
outside of her elementary school 
and brutally killed, showing signs of 
sexual abuse. Her body was found 

One of the protests that has 
been highly controversial online, 
�V�S�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �O�L�N�H�� �Z�L�O�G�¿�U�H�� �D�V�� �D�� �W�R�S�L�F��
of conversation and dispute in 
academic, social and domestic en-
vironments was the vandalization 
of the public monument: The An -
gel of Independence. Built in 1910 
to commemorate Mexico’s inde-
pendence from Spain, this monu-
ment is a victory statue on a major 
roundabout in downtown Mexico 
City, which feminist activists spray 
painted in early 2020, to have the 
country take notice of this matter. 

Unfortunately, the Mexican 
government’s response to these mo-
vements has not been as satisfac-
tory for the people involved in the 
protests and people who support 
the cause in general. It has also ap-
peared to become a highly gender-
biased issue, since most parts of the 
protestors are women who empathi-
ze at a certain point with the issue of 
violence against women. Opinions 
tend to be very black-and-white on 
the subject, with men and women 
being divided on them. People in 
positions of power such as the go-
vernment and the police are mostly 
men. This and the privilege of day-
to-day men not going through the 
injustices and plain fear women 
go through, drives a wedge bet-
ween men and women in unders-
tanding each other’s experience. 

Movements against gender 
violence in Mexico have been of-
�W�H�Q�� �G�L�V�U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �R����
as “feminazi.” I want to make so-
mething clear about this term: the 
Nazi party promoted fascism and 
anti-Semitism, leading to a highly 
deathly, utterly devastating world 
war. To compare this with the femi-
nist movement that asks for gender 
equality and empowerment, ending 
violence against women and femi-
cides is highly inappropriate and 
a spit in the face to all alive and 
dead victims of gender violence. 

Femicides in Mexico will persist 
until women feel equally as safe as 
their male citizens to live a long and 
prosperous life. We need to ensure 
the aggressor’s punishments are 
suitable for the crime committed. �„

Edited by Greta Mastroianni



7

BY INDÉA WINDUST 

Circe by Madeline Miller

“It is a common saying that women 
�D�U�H�� �G�H�O�L�F�D�W�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�²�À�R�Z�H�U�V����
�H�J�J�V���� �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �F�U�X�V-
hed in a moment’s carelessness. If 
�,�� �K�D�G�� �H�Y�H�U�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G�� �L�W���� �,�� �Q�R�� �O�R�Q�J�H�U��
did.”

Circe is for people who like re-
tellings of Greek myths––if you 
grew up with Percy Jackson and 
the Olympians , this book might ap-
peal to you. The story follows Circe, 
a nymph-turned-witch, who hasn’t 
been given much narrative agency 
in classic Greek mythology, or the 
�¿�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�����6�H�H����The Odys-
sey). One might think this book is 
Circe’s retelling of her interactions 
with Odysseus, but in reality, this 
novel follows her for the entirety of 
her very long life, and Odysseus is 
just a sliver of that story.

Miller masterfully gives dimen -
sion to a character who previously 
has been portrayed as a one-sided 
villain, while not making her a ne -
cessarily likable character. Circe is 
portrayed as very morally grey, but 
Miller gives backstory to create a 
multidimensional character whose 
�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �Z�K�D�W�� �V�K�H��
has been through.

Little Fires Everywhere  by 
Celeste Ng 

“�,�W�� �F�D�P�H���� �R�Y�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Y�H�U���� �G�R�Z�Q��
to this: What made someone a 
�P�R�W�K�H�U�"�� �:�D�V�� �L�W�� �E�L�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�O�R�Q�H���� �R�U��
was it love?”

 
Little Fires Everywhere  focu-

ses on the picture-perfect subur-
ban Richardson family. Their lives, 
however, are suddenly disrupted 
when a newcomer rents a house 
from them––Mia, a mysterious ar -
tist, and her daughter Pearl. Ever-
yone is drawn to the new pair, as 
they disrupt the curated existence 
of the Richardsons, exposing what 
lies beneath their seemingly perfect 
façade. The two families become in-
creasingly intertwined throughout 
the novel, secrets emerge, and it all 
�F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D���¿�H�U�\���F�O�L�P�D�[��

This novel is an exploration of 
relationships that go beyond the 
traditional family drama. Ng ob-
viously has a keen understanding of 
human nature, and she crafts cha-
racters who feel multidimensional. 
Little Fires Everywhere  serves as a 
powerful commentary on expecta-
tions, racial and economic dispari-
ties, and the nuance of motherhood.

The Vanishing Half  by Brit 
Bennett

“She hadn’t realized how long it 
�W�D�N�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �V�R�P�H�E�R�G�\�� �H�O�V�H����
or how lonely it can be living in a 
world not meant for you. ”

The Vanishing Half is set in the 
20th century, and focuses on the li-
ves of identical twin sisters Desiree 
and Stella. The pair are raised in a 
small, predominantly Black com -
munity in Louisiana. The sisters are 
Black, but are light-skinned, which 
is the crux of the novel: as they grow 
�X�S���� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�L�Q�V�� �W�D�N�H�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �S�D�W�K�V����
Desiree embraces her racial iden-
tity, while Stella chooses to pass as 
white.

This novel expertly explores 
themes of race, identity, and family. 
Through the crafting of nuances 
characters, Bennett provides re-
aders with a thought-provoking 
exploration of identity in 20th-
century America. One of the novel’s 
biggest strengths lies in the exami-
nation of colorism as it correlates to 
societal expectations. She uses the 
characters’ experiences as a prompt 
�I�R�U�� �U�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L-
�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�H-
�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �V�R�F�L�D�O��
norms.

The Power by Naomi Alder -
man 

“Are patriarchies peaceful because 
men are peaceful? Or do more pea-
ceful societies tend to allow men 
to rise up to the top because they 
place less value on the capacity for 
violence?”

The Power is a dystopian novel 
which looks at what would hap-
pen if power structures between 
�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �À�L�S�S�H�G���� �,�Q��
this society, women are given the 
power of electricity in their touch, 
which can seriously harm––or 
�H�Y�H�Q�� �N�L�O�O�±�±�P�H�Q���� �$�W�� �¿�U�V�W���� �L�W�� �V�H�H�P�V��
justice is served with the newfound 
power women have against a sys-
tem which has oppressed them for 
millennia––but that power quickly 
turns this novel from dystopian to 
post-apocalyptic.

This novel is not just a work of 
�V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H�� �¿�F�W�L�R�Q���� �E�X�W�� �D�Q�� �H�[�D�P�L-
nation of the building blocks which 
make up life in our society. Whilst 
being intriguing and fast-paced, it’s 
also thought-provoking. The Power  
explores complex discussions about 
power structures, oppression, gen-
�G�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
a good read if you’re into dystopian 
literature.

A Woman is No Man by 
Etaf Rum

“�:�K�H�U�H���,���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P�����Y�R�L�F�H�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V��
�L�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �P�\�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U����
as normal as the bosoms on a 
�Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���F�K�H�V�W�����D�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���D�V���W�K�H��
next generation growing inside her 
belly.”

A Woman is No Man is told 
through three generations of Pa-
lestinian women. It begins with 
Deya, an eighteen-year-old living in 
Brooklyn in a community she feels 
strips her of her voice as her parents 
arrange for her to be married des-
pite her wishes. Her narrative is fo-
llowed by Isra, Deya’s mother, who 
had to leave Palestine as a teenager 
for the same reason to marry Adam, 
an arranged suitor. Deya is told her 
entire life that her parents died in a 
car accident, but one day, she recei-
ves a mysterious letter which makes 
her begin to question everything. 
The story is told mostly through 
the narratives of Deya and Isra, but 
features occasional snippets from 
Fareeda, Deya’s grandmother and 
Isra’s mother-in-law.

The writing in this novel is beau-
tiful, and the story is so important. 
�7�K�L�V�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�V�� �D�Q�� �K�R�Q�H�V�W�� �D�Q�G��
powerful portrayal of how family 
ties into community and their cul -
tural values. There’s a reason this 
novel has a 4.26 average review on 
�*�R�R�G�U�H�D�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������������� �¿�Y�H��
star reviews. This novel begs to be 
read and understood, and it does a 
great job of eliciting emotion from 
the reader. �„

Edited by Lisa Duncan
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March 8: Between Triumphs and Adversity - 
Celebrating Successes and Facing Women’s 
Challenges

BY ANNALUCIA SCOTTO DI CLEMENTE

March 8 is the day dedica-
ted to the celebration of 

women. Among the courageous 
successes achieved by women and 
the numerous struggles that still 
need to be fought, March 8 is a day 
�W�R���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�����U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���D�Q�G���U�H�À�H�F�W����

March 8 is a date woven of 
history and hope, a time to honor 
the pioneers who paved the way 
for greater gender equality and to 
recognize the unlimited potential 
of women today and tomorrow. 
March 8 is not just a celebration; 
it is a recognition of the giant steps 
taken towards gender equality and 
a call to action to address the cha-
llenges still present. It is a day to 
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�� �Y�L�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �R�Q�� �S�U�R-
gress and renew the commitment 
to a future in which every woman 
and every girl can live free from 
discrimination and violence. On 
this special day, we unite to cele-
brate the courage and determina-
tion of women around the world 
as we continue to work together to 
create a fairer, more inclusive, and 
less painful world for all. 

In the intricate fabric of mo -
dern history, March 8 is seen as a 
monument to the courageous stru-
ggles of women who challenged 
injustices and shaped the course 
of social progress. The roots of this 
day go back to the beating heart of 
the workers’ movement of the 20th 
century when factories were the 
stage of a titanic struggle for hu-
man rights and work dignity. It was 
�L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �¿�H�U�\�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�D�U�N��
of the women’s revolution emer-
ged: 1908 saw the New York texti-
le workers raise their voices in an 
epic strike, demanding better wor-
king conditions, reasonable hours, 
and decent wages. It was an act of 
courage that resonated in the heart 
of history, marking the beginning 
of an unprecedented struggle for 
women’s rights. 

�%�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �À�D�P�H�� �R�I�� �U�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q�� �G�L�G��
not go out with the passing of the 
years; on the contrary, it turned 
�L�Q�W�R���D���¿�U�H���W�K�D�W���L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H��
world. In 1917, the streets of Saint 
Petersburg were the scene of a bold 
march, where thousands of Rus-
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sian women, thirsting for justice 
and freedom, came together to de-
mand bread, peace, and civil rights. 
It was in these bustling squares of 
passion and hope that on March 8 
he found his voice, becoming the 
symbol of a universal struggle for 
gender equality. 

From that moment, the idea of 
dedicating a day to women spread 
�O�L�N�H���D���¿�U�H�����F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J���E�R�U�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���F�X�O-
tures, and marking in the hearts of 
those who dream of a more just and 
compassionate world. March 8 thus 
became a beacon of hope for women 
around the world, a day to celebrate 
their extraordinary achievements, 
honor their struggles and renew the 
commitment to a more equitable 
and inclusive society for all. 

Although its roots are rooted 
in the trade union struggles of the 
�S�D�V�W���� �L�W�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �K�D�V�� �W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q-
ded the boundaries of work and has 
risen to a universal symbol of pro-
gress and social justice. It has be-
come a sacred moment to celebrate 
the triumphs of women in all areas 
of life, from university classrooms 
to corridors of political power, from 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�W��
halls. 

During this time, women waved 
�W�K�H�� �À�D�J�V�� �R�I�� �I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �D�Q�G�� �H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����
breaking down age-old barriers to 
access to education, work, and ci-
vil rights. They have climbed the 
heights of professional success, 
challenged prejudice, and demons-
trated their value in historically 
man-dominated industries.  

However, despite these succes-
ses, wage inequality continues to 
cast a long shadow on the path to 
economic equality: according to 
recent data from the International 
Labour Organization (ILO). Wo-
men earn on average 20% less than 
men globally for the same work. At 
the same time, the under-represen-
tation of women in business leaders 
and political institutions remains a 
warning of the persistence of gen-
der barriers. A report by the World 
Economic Forum in 2022 found 
that only 27% of global leadership 
positions are occupied by women, 
while women represent only 25% of 
parliamentarians in the world. 

According to UNESCO, despite 
progress in recent decades, there 
are still about 132 million girls who 
are not in education worldwide, re -
presenting more than 50% of chil-
dren not in education. This under -
lines the persistent challenges in 
access to education for girls, which 
�L�Q���W�X�U�Q���D���H�F�W���I�X�W�X�U�H���M�R�E���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L-
ties and economic participation. 

A report by the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) found 
that around 137 women are killed 
by a family member or intimate 
partner every day around the world. 
This tragic fact highlights the ur -
gent need to combat gender-based 
violence and to guarantee the safety 
and autonomy of women in their 
relationships. 

Violence against women repre-
sents a dark shadow that extends 
to every corner of the world, under-
mining the security and dignity of 
women in every stratum of society. 
Statistics reveal a chilling reality: 
according to data from the World 
Health Organization (WHO), one in 
three women worldwide has expe-
rienced physical and/or sexual vio-
lence in her life, often in the hands 
of an intimate partner. This tragic 
phenomenon, which knows no geo-
graphical or cultural boundaries, is 
a clear violation of fundamental hu -
man rights and an urgent challenge 

for all of humanity. 

The roots of gender-based vio-
lence are deeply rooted in the fabric 
of society, fueled by harmful stereo-
types, structural inequalities and a 
widespread lack of awareness and 
education. Rigid gender roles and 
the distorted idea of masculinity 
and femininity contribute to perpe -
�W�X�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �M�X�V�W�L�¿�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
normalizes violence against wo-
men. Moreover, the lack of access 
to economic resources, educational 
opportunities and social support 
creates vulnerable conditions that 
can be exploited to perpetuate the 
cycle of violence. 

The devastating consequences 
�R�I�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�� �D���H�F�W��
every aspect of their lives, compro-
mising physical and mental health, 
�X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�O�I��
esteem and limiting opportunities 
for full and meaningful participa-
tion in society. Physical wounds 
heal slowly, but emotional scars can 
last a lifetime, leaving an indelible 
mark on the psyche of the victims 
and their ability to lead a full and 
�I�X�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H����

However, despite the devasta-
tion caused by gender-based vio-
lence, women continue to emerge 
as agents of change and voices of 
hope. Through their courage and 

resilience, women are breaking the 
silence, challenging social norms, 
and promoting a culture of respect 
and equality. Their tireless com-
mitment to promoting awareness 
and defending women’s rights is 
fundamental to combating gender-
based violence and to creating a 
world in which every woman can 
live free from fear and oppression. 

On this special day, as we cele-
brate the achievements of women 
�D�Q�G�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �V�W�L�O�O��
present, it is crucial to renew our 
collective commitment to ending 
gender-based violence in all its 
forms. Only through coordinated 
action and universal solidarity can 
we hope to end this scourge and 
build a future in which every wo -
man can live with dignity, security, 
and freedom. 

As we celebrate women’s suc-
cesses and honor victims of gender-
based violence, we cling to the me-
mory of what previous generations 
left us. It is our duty to continue 
along the path they have under-
taken with the promise that March 
8, eventually, will be just one day to 
celebrate the great triumphs of wo-
men. �„

Edited by Greta Mastroianni

REVIEWS

Five Book Recommendations in the Spirit of 
International Women’s Day
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BY DEVYN RUDNICK

Candidate transparency on 
the ssue of abortion rights 

is more crucial to American voters 
than ever before as they head to the 
polls next fall for the 2024 presi -
dential election. 

Candidates views on the issue 
of abortion rights is more crucial to 
American voters than ever as they 
head to the polls on Nov. 5 for the 
presidential election. According to 
the non-partisan U.S. polling orga-
nization Gallup, 28% of registered 
voters said in 2023 that they will 
only vote for candidates for major 
�R���F�H�V���Z�K�R���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
abortion—one percentage point 
higher than than in 2022. 

As of  May 2023 Gallup’s report 
of Americans’ views on abortion 
are: 

 • 34% believe abortion should 
be legal “under any circumstances,” 

• 51% say it should be legal “only 
under certain circumstances,”  

• 13% say it should be illegal in 
all circumstances.

The landmark Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization 
case on June 24, 2022, left abortion 
rights in the hands of individual sta -
te governments. Since then, Ame-
rican women have seen increased 
restrictions for their right to receive 
an abortion in their state.  

 The Supreme Court’s decision 
to overturn Roe v. Wade undid 50 
years of precedence. After the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned the 

constitutionally protected right to 
abortion. With 16 states implemen-
ting a near-total ban on abortion 
and seven more states with bans on 
hold, the court’s decision has cau-
sed the topic of abortion to become 
progressively disputed amongst 
Americans. 

 Since June 2022, a record of 
54% of registered voters had said 
they considered a candidate’s vocal 
position on abortion essential to re-

ceiving their vote. This percentage 
was the highest since 1992 when, 
Gallup began surveying American 
voters.

The importance of abortion 
rights in the upcoming election is 
also prevalent within candidates’ 
campaigns that are more openly 
speaking about the issue, from Re-
publican candidate Ron Desantis 
promising to initiate a nationwide 
ban on all abortions, to incumbent 

president Biden’s petitioning Con -
gress to pass a law restoring the 
protections of Roe v. Wade.  

In an interview with CNN, Joe 
Biden’s lead campaign manager, 
Julie Chávez Rodríguez, said the 
issue of abortion rights in 2024 “is 
top of mind for many voters across 
this country.” 

 Prior to the 2022 U.S. midterm 
election, the Pew Research Center 
noted a rise of voters who viewed 
abortion as relevant to their vote—
from 43% in March to 56% in Au-
gust—with a 25% increase coming 
from Democrats and only a 1% in-
crease from Republicans.  

 The lack of change in Repu-
blican voters who view abortion 
as a critical topic shows that the  
“Supreme Court’s recent decision 
made the issue less salient for a 
group who largely want to restrict 
abortion,” states the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, an independent source 
for health policy research, polling, 
and news. �„

This article was written in De -
cember 2023 and updated for this 
March issue.

Edited by Ines Villarreal Senzatimore 

  

Abortion Takes Precedence in U.S. 
Elections After the Overturning of 
Roe v. Wade 

Journalists’ Death Toll Reaches 
Unprecedented Numbers as Israel-
Hamas War in Gaza Continues 
BY FRANCESCA RAPISARDA

The number of journalists ki -
�O�O�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �P�R�Q�W�K��

of the Israel-Hamas war exceeds 
any other war in the last 30 years 
according to a recent report by the 
Committee to Protect Journalists 

(CPJ). 

Ninety-four journalists have 
been killed since Oct. 7,  including 
89   Palestinian, two Israeli, and 
three Lebanese. Sixteen journalists 
have been reported injured, 25 have 
been arrested and four are missing. 
Eighty journalist groups from the 
International Federation for Jour-
nalists (IFJ) signed a statement on 

Nov. 2, 2023, urging Israeli autho -
rities to assume full responsibility 
for safeguarding journalists repor -
ting on the war, after the Israeli 
army told international press du -
�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �Z�H�H�N�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W��
that it was unable to guarantee the 
security of its journalists working in 
the Gaza Strip.  

“Journalists are civilians doing 

important work during times of 
crisis and must not be targeted by 
�Z�D�U�U�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���´���V�D�L�G���6�K�H�U�L�����0�D�Q-
sour, CPJ’s Middle East and North 
Africa program coordinator. Many 
journalists in Gaza are risking their 
lives daily and their families are 
also in danger. 

Deliberately attacking people 
and journalists constitutes a war 

crime, according to Article 19 of the 
International Humanitarian Law. 
Journalists should be granted the 
autonomy and safety to carry out 
their duties without excessive inter -
vention.  

The United Nations Educatio -
�Q�D�O���� �6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �D�Q�G�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �2�U�J�D-

/PHOTO COURTESY OF DENISE CROSS ON FLICKR
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crime, according to Article 19 
of the International Humanitarian 
Law. Journalists should be granted 
the autonomy and safety to carry 
out their duties without excessive 
intervention.  

The United Nations Educatio -
�Q�D�O���� �6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �D�Q�G�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �2�U�J�D-
nization, (UNESCO) supports the 
freedom of speech of journalists 
and cooperates with the judiciary 
and security forces to ensure the se-
curity of journalists and put a stop 
to the crimes against them.  

Since Dec. 23 2006, the Reso-
lution 1738 (2006) was adopted 
during the Security Council’s 5613 
meeting, stating that Article 79 of 
the Additional Protocol I, which 
concerns the protection of journa -
lists engaged in risky professional 
�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���D�U�P�H�G���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W������

�³�3�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �D�Q�� �D�U�P�H�G�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W��
bear the primary responsibility to 

take all feasible steps to ensure the 
�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D���H�F�W�H�G�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���´�� �L�W��
�V�W�D�W�H�V�����U�H�D���U�P�V����

Journalists accounts in chrono-
logical order 

Two Israeli reporters were ki-
lled in the Oct. 7 attack conducted 
by Hamas on the Supernova music 
festival, Shai Regev and Ayelet Ar-
nin.   

On Oct. 13, 37-year-old Reuters 
reporter, Issam Abdallah, was killed 
in Lebanon while covering Israeli 
�U�R�F�N�H�W�V���¿�U�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���E�H�W-
ween Israel and Lebanon. Six other 
journalists working for Reuters, Al 
Jazeera, and Agency France-Presse 
were injured in the attack. 

Reporters Without Borders 
opened an investigation into the 
death of Issam Abdallah 10 days 
later, and concluded that the vehi-
cle of the journalist was “explicitly 

targeted.” Investigations claim that  
journalists were in the spot where 
they were killed for over an hour 
and that they were wearing helmets 
and press-branded bulletproof 
waistcoats. The reporters were 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���K�H�O�L�F�R�S�W�H�U�V��
�W�K�D�W���À�H�Z���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�P���W�Z�R���K�R�X�U�V���S�U�L�R�U��
to the attack. 

Airstrikes from Israel are one 
the of the major causes of the in-
creased death toll of both journa-
lists and civilians.  

Palestinian journalist Abdulha-
di Habib, working for Al-Manara 
News Agency and HQ News Agen-
cy, was killed on Oct. 16 along with 
his family members due to a missile 
strike that hit his house. 

Another Palestinian journalist 
and podcast presenter Ayat Kha-
doura, was killed with her family 
members during an Israeli airstrike 
that hit her house in Beit Lahiya, a 

city in the North of the Gaza Strip. 

Khadoura documented her last 
moments in a video while descri-
bing the violence surrounding her. 
The video shows the journalist pra-
ying to Allah to have mercy on her 
and her family. 

In November, Mohammad Abu 
Hatab, a correspondent for the Pa-
lestinian news channel, The Wafa 
news agency, was killed in an airs-
trike in Khan Younis, southern 
�*�D�]�D���� �7�K�H�� �D�L�U�V�W�U�L�N�H�� �D���H�F�W�H�G�� ������ �R�I��
his family members. The Israeli 
Forces (IDF) said that the attack 
was aimed at targeting Hamas 
members, accusing the group of ca-
rrying out military operations near 
civilians and journalists.  

Salman Al-Bashir, a colleague 
of Mohammad Abu Hatab said that 
not even protective gear can save 
the lives of journalists. 

On Nov. 19, Bilal Jadallah, a 
journalist and the general director 
of the Press House Palestine, was 
killed by an Israeli airstrike on Gaza 
City. The Palestinian Journalists 
Syndicate said: “This crime and the 
�S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �R�Q�H�V�� �F�R�Q�¿�U�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �R�F-
cupation has placed journalists in 
its bank of goals to silence the voice 
of truth that is being heard all over 
the earth.” 

Press House Palestine, the inde-
�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���S�U�R�¿�W���P�H�G�L�D���L�Q�V-
titution, to protect journalists from 
air strikes, is facilitating accommo -
dation in their headquarters in the 
Gaza Strip. The NGO is also dis-
tributing safety equipment such as 
protective vests and helmets while 
reporting. �„

This article was written in De -
cember 2023 and has been upda-
ted for this March issue. 

Edited by Nicolette Alexandra Brito-Cruz

The Countdown Until We Forget 
Navalny
BY NICOLE DI MARIA,  HARMAN SINGH

Does Navalny’s death repre-
sent a transparent threat 

for democracy, or does it let us peek 
behind a glass curtain to which pro-
per access has always been denied 
to us? Will the European and Ame-
�U�L�F�D�Q���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���D�F�W���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R��
their speeches? It appears like the 
West is involuntarily showing that 
their porcelain palace is cracking up.   

Alexei Navalny died on Feb. 16 
of what the Russian government 
issued to the public as “sudden 
death syndrome.” Reuters repor-
ted his body to have been found 
with signs of bruises. Speculations 
on his death immediately spread, 
and the public strongly believes he 
was assassinated by the Russian 
government, as Aljazeera reports. 
Navalny served on the Russian 
Opposition Coordination Council 
(OCC), led the Russia of the Fu-
ture party, and founded the Anti-
Corruption Foundation (FBK). He 
�K�D�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q���D���N�H�\���¿�J�X�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
understanding of Russian demo-
cratic or un-democratic standards.   

 
Does Navalny’s death represent 

a transparent threat for democra-

STUDENT COMMENTARY
cy? Or does it let us peek behind 
a glass curtain to which proper 
access has always been denied 
to us? It appears like the West is 
involuntarily showing that their 
porcelain palace is cracking up.  

  
The incarceration and death 

of Navalny, one most important 
opposition’s leader within the Rus -
sian oligarch system, represents 
one the biggest democratic back-
sliding of the last ten years for Eu-
rope. However, it is not only the 
assassination per se representing 
a dramatic occurrence for demo-
cracy. The facts are worsened by 
their contextualization within the 
upcoming European and Ameri-
can elections, the tensions rising 
once again in the Middle East, the 
recent right-wing parties elected in 
Latin America, and the “political 
bureaucracy” blocking UN action.  

 
Hidden behind the veil of the 

war in the Middle East, the West is 
now returning its attention towards 
its regional neighbor, as the su-
�S�H�U�¿�F�L�D�O�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�G�R�S�W�H�G��
towards Russia’s invasion is now 
rearing its ugly head. Russia’s po-
�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �À�D�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �W�R�U�F�K�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
Europe, bypassing a threat, and 
exposing Europe’s incompeten-
ce in prevention and deterrence. 

The European Union highlights 
its unity and immediate sanctions 
against Russia as a great success, 
forgetting that the values and ideas 
they preach make such counter-
measure fall under the description 
of a bare minimum response.   

 
The EU’s policies on the Is-

�U�D�H�O���+�D�P�D�V�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�� �H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H��
the issue, demonstrating a lack of 
consistency, reliability, and credi -
bility. As Josep Borrell, the High 
Representative of the EU for Fore-
�L�J�Q�� �$���D�L�U�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �(�8�� �K�D�V��
not been able to achieve a concrete 
and long-term sustainable posi-
tion, diverging between trade deals 
with Israel and being the major aid 
supplier to Palestinian authorities. 

  
While the world’s attention shi -

fted away from Ukraine towards 
Gaza, Putin cleared the air: he 
will not capitulate to the West’s 
demands. It is also necessary to 
highlight that Borrell also assessed: 
not all Member States agree on the 
correlation between the defense of 
Ukraine and EU’s security. Still, 
if minor cracks have appeared in 
EU Member States, they neverthe-
less remain united. In fact, the EU 
has increased its security aid pac-

CONTINUES 
/PHOTO COURTESY OF DUNCAN CUMMING ON FLICKR
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Biden Announced the New White 
�+�R�X�V�H���2���F�H���R�I���*�X�Q���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��
BY PRISCILLA CHAN

A �7�K�H�� �:�K�L�W�H�� �+�R�X�V�H�� �2���F�H�� �R�I��
Gun Violence Prevention 

was announced by President Biden 
during a Sept. 22 speech in the Whi-
�W�H���+�R�X�V�H���5�R�V�H���*�D�U�G�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q�����H���R�U�W��
to combat the national epidemic 
�R�I�� �¿�U�H�D�U�P�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �G�L�U�H�F�W��
executive action. According to the 
White House the goal of implemen-
�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���2���F�H���R�I���*�X�Q���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���3�U�H-
vention is to ban assault weapons 
especially high-capacity magazines, 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�� �V�D�I�H�� �V�W�R�U�D�J�H�� �I�R�U�� �¿�U�H�D�U�P�V����
background checks for all gun sales, 
and eliminate gun maufacturers 
from liability., As part of the  Safer 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D���3�O�D�Q�����W�K�H���R���F�H�����Z�L�O�O���X�S�K�R�O�G��
�S�R�O�L�F�H���R���F�H�U�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���I�X�U-
ther educate them on gun violence. 

�7�K�H���E�L�S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���R���F�H���L�V���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�Q��
by Vice President Kamala Harris, 
who has been pushing for gun sa-
fety measures since the beginning 
of her career as a Californian pro-
secutor.  

 
“We will use the full power of the 

federal government to strengthen 
the coalition of survivors and advo-
cates and students and teachers and 
elected leaders, to save lives and 
�¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���R�I���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���E�H��
safe from fear,” said Vice President 
Harris. 

 
 The policy advisor to the pre-

sident, Stefanie Feldman, serves as 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2���F�H�� �R�I�� �*�X�Q�� �9�L�R-
lence Prevention, joined by Deputy 
Directors Greg Jackson and Rob 
Wilcox, both leading gun violence 
prevention advocates.  

 
Harris reported that around 120 

Americans are killed by a gun every 
day, and that Black Americans are 
10 times more likely than white 
Americans to be victims of gun vio-
lence, while Latino Americans are 
twice as likely.   

 
Following the recent shooting 

at the Kanasas City Cheifs Super 
Bowl parade,  Biden said  in a  Whi-
te House statement that, , “it is time 
to act.”  

 
“That’s where I stand,” said Bi-

den. “And I ask the country to stand 
with me.”  

 

NEWS

�� �7�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �:�K�L�W�H�� �+�R�X�V�H�� �R���F�H����
acts as a central base to concentrate 
and accelerate the administration’s 
�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H���R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���W�R���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H��
policies more rigidly. 

 
As of Dec. 13, Harris launched 

the Safer States Initiative, outlining 
�W�K�H���R���F�H�¶�V���¿�Y�H���P�D�M�R�U���D�J�H�Q�G�D���L�W�H�P�V������

 
• �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �D�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �2���F�H�� �R�I��

Gun Violence Prevention 

• investing in evidence-infor -
med solutions to prevent and res-
pond the gun violence 

• strengthening support for sur -
�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���R�I���¿�U�H�D�U�P���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��

• reinforcing responsible gun 
ownership 

• enhancing gun background 
checks. 

  At the end of 2023, the total 
number of gun violence deaths re-
ached 42,888 and  654 mass shoo-
tings, accorindg to the Gun Violen-
ce Archive.  

  
�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �¿�U�H�D�U�P�� �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �K�D�V��

long been considered a national 
crisis, and a rapidly growing one, 
Washington has remained deadloc-
ked on major reforms for more than 
a decade. 

  
Many Republican members of 

Congress have argued  measures 
�W�D�N�H�Q�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�� �¿�U�H�D�U�P�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
violate the Second Amendment and 
consequently infringe on individual 
rights. Democratic members ad-
vocate the presence of gun control 
laws would reduce gun deaths, in-
sisting how too many lives have al-
ready been lost to ignore the issue.  

 
This impasse is made even more 

complex by legislative technicali-
ties, according to professor of poli-
tical science at CUNY David Jones.  

 
“Why isn’t a majority enough to 

�S�D�V�V�"�´���V�D�L�G���-�R�Q�H�V�����³�7�K�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���¿�O�L-
buster – a tradition allowing a small 
�J�U�R�X�S���R�I���6�H�Q�D�W�R�U�V���W�R���K�R�O�G���X�S���D���¿�Q�D�O��
�Y�R�W�H�� �R�Q�� �D�� �E�L�O�O�� �X�Q�O�H�V�V�� �D�� �W�K�U�H�H���¿�I�W�K�V��
majority of Senators vote to stop 
them.,” .  

  
Besides making no collecti-

ve progress, the attention of both 
groups hasve largely been allocated 
�W�R���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���R�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
issues, including the federal budget 
�G�H�¿�F�L�W���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H�����V�D�L�G���0�R�Q�L�N�D��
McDermott, a professor of political 
science at Fordham University. 

 
�7�K�H���E�L�S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���R���F�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H��

the power to go over the heads of 
bickering Congressmen and strea-
�P�O�L�Q�H���H���R�U�W�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���J�X�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q-

ce, rather than defer to reforms re-
quiring congressional approval.  

  
“If members of the Congress re-

fuse to act, then we’ll need to elect 
new members of Congress that will 
act, Democrat or Republican,” said 
Biden. ” said President Biden.  

  
David Hogg, a survivor of the 

Parkland school shooting and an 
�R�X�W�V�S�R�N�H�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W���� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �2���F�H��
of Gun Violence Prevention was a 
“powerful” recognition of young 
people and the issues they care 
about.  

  
“It’s frustrating— I want more to 

happen— but I also know there’s a 
complex network of things that are 
stopping us from making more pro -
gress,” said Hogg. “But President 
Biden is with us, and that’s the mes-
sage he’s sending today.”  

  
Director of the Center for Gun 

Violence Prevention at Northwell 
Health Hospital? Dr. Chethan 
�6�D�W�K�\�D�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �R���F�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
help people see gun violence as a 
public health issue, rather than a 
political one. 

  
The hospital had seen a 350 per-

cent increase in the number of kids 
�F�R�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���Z�L�W�K���³�K�R�U�U�L�¿�F�´�� �J�X�Q���L�Q�M�X-
ries from 2021 to 2022, according 
to hospital records. 

  
“We treat kids from families 

who are on both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum,” Sathya said. “I have 
yet to meet an American family who 
does not want zero mass shootings, 
�Q�R���J�X�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���E�H�W�W�H�U���¿�U�H�D�U�P��
safety.” �„

 
This article was written on Dec. 

�����������������D�Q�G���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���0�D�U�F�K��
issue. 

To stay updated on White Hou -
�V�H���2���F�H���R�I���*�X�Q���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
keep checking the White House 
statements and check Gun Violen-
ce Archive for updates on increa-
se acts of violence throughout the 
United States to stay aware of this 
problem. 

Edited by Caleb Nelson

kages to Ukraine, as reported by 
Reuters. Nonetheless, new doubts 
�D�U�L�V�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �F�U�L�V�H�V�� �J�R�� �R�Q���� �D���H�F�W�L�Q�J��
civilians more than any politician. 

 
Will the EU continue to rely on 

the United States’ hegemony to keep 
furthering its own fundamental role 
in the world? Considering specula-
tions as truth, will Navalny’s assas-
sination and Russia’s recklessness 
�¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �V�K�D�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�D�V�V�� �F�X�U�W�D�L�Q��
behind which Europe is hiding? 
�:�L�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\��
act according to their speeches? 

 
Meanwhile, cracks have evolved 

into more concrete partisan splits in 
the United States, Ukraine’s largest 
supplier of security aid. The Forum 
on Arms Trade, which has monito-

�U�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�L�O�H�G���R���F�L�D�O���8�6���V�W�D�W�L�V-
tics, highlights that since the start 
of President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration in January 2021, the US has 
provided Ukraine with more than 
$45.5 billion in security aid packa -
ges. However, polarization within 
the US House of Representatives 
coming from a small group of Con-
gressmen composing The Freedom 
Caucus – a small but boisterous 
ultraconservative wing of the Re-
publican Right – has derailed the 
consistent and unwavering support 
for Ukraine the US has stood for. 

  
�7�K�H�� �&�D�X�F�X�V�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �¿�U�P�� �L�Q�� �S�X-

blic opposition to continuing the 
�À�R�Z���R�I���D�L�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�H�V�����D�U�J�X�L�Q�J���D�V���6�H-
nator Rand Paul stated that, “sen-
ding money to Ukraine actually 

makes our national security more 
endangered.” The Caucus has be-
come a procedural speed bump for 
unhampered, bipartisan support 
for the aid packages. While the 
comments may come from a small 
fringe group in Congress, pressure 
has also been rising among some 
American populations. Indeed, 
pressure has reached the White 
House as well, where a anony-
�P�R�X�V�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �R���F�L�D�O�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
the United States would commu-
nicate to Ukraine that “we can’t do 
anything and everything forever.” 

 
Such reckless comments and 

shameless public caterwauling 
�G�L�V�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�J�K�� �R���F�H�� �W�K�D�W��
these congressmen hold; such 
behavior shows a great failure to 

realize the broader internatio -
nal implications of such actions. 

Thoughtless and immature 
“spats,” which boil down to party 
alignments, sabotage the safety and 
stability of the international order, 
and the great arsenal of democra-
cy that the United States has forti-
�¿�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,��������

  
The very lives and freedom of 

the Ukrainian people hang in the 
balance. Those politicians that are 
recklessly emboldening authorita-
rian leaders, who view the liberal-
democratic order as ‘fragmented’, 
should realize that the real world 
– where the hopes, dreams, and 
aspirations of countless people re-
side – is no place to play Risk in.  

 

Today, we live in a world whe-
re the US feels emboldened to 
break the very grounding princi-
ples of international law and the 
trust of the global community.  

 
We, as the international com-

munity, have a moral, legal, and 
ethical responsibility to stand uni -
ted in our support for Ukraine in 
the face of senseless aggression and 
the unequivocally illegal invasion of 
a sovereign nation. We stand on the 
edge of backsliding into a world ru-
led by violent military logics and a 
lack of respect for international law, 
and our choices now will determine 
which path we shall walk down. �„

Edited by Marya Polovinkina

On Sept. 22, 2023, Biden and Harris implemented the unprecedented White
�+�R�X�V�H���2���F�H���R�I���*�X�Q���9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���J�X�Q���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H��

/PHOTO COURTESY OF AD MESKENS ON WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

BY OLIVE SMITH

Commissioned by the Va-
tican, two historians at 

the University of Zurich (UZH), 
Monika Dommann and Marietta 
Meier, published a year-long stu-
dy on September, 2023, tracking 
cases of sexual abuse in the Swiss 
Catholic Church since 1950. The 
135-page report found 1,002 cases 
of sexual abuse alongside signs of a 
systematic cover-up, according to 
an interview for the University of 
Zurich by Thomas Gull, the editor 
of UZH News. 

The historians were given ac-
cess to the Vatican’s Apostolic Ar-
chives—the largest collection of 
Catholic books, documents and 
doctrine in the world—and were 
assured freedom of research of any 
Catholic documents that are kept 
out of the public eye due to strict 
privacy and publication laws in 
�,�W�D�O�\�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����¿�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H��
archives of cases investigated by 
�W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�R�U�¶�V���R���F�H���E�H�I�R�U�H��
secular courts were also examined. 

The research began once the 
Church contacted Dommann and 

NEWS Meier requesting an accumulative 
report. “The church approached us, 
and we negotiated for a long time,” 
said Meier.

  
The report was commissioned 

on Dec. 6, 2021 by the Swiss Con-
ference of Bishops, a coordinating 
body of the Catholic dioceses in 
Switzerland. An advisory board 
elected by the Swiss History Socie-
ty assisted Dommann and Meier 
during the study. The study was 
funded by the University of Zurich, 
the Swiss Central Roman Catho-
lic Conference, and by KOVOS, an 
organization of Catholic orders and 
groups in Switzerland. 

 “It is at a time when the Catho-
lic Church, by commissioning this 
study, is in search of the truth that 
people are massively leaving the 
Church,” says David Neuhaus, the 
general secretary of the Catholic 
Ecclesiastical Corporation of the 
canton of Fribourg. “And for us, it’s 
a very sad feeling.”  

Nearly three-fourths of the do -
cuments examined showed that 74 
percent of the reported cases of se-
xual abuse involved minors, a result 
under the assumption that a small 
percentage of cases were ever re-
�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H������

�'�R�P�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �0�H�L�H�U�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
accusations against 510 Catholic 
�F�O�H�U�L�F�V���� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �V�W�D���� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V��
of Catholic orders. The study found 
�������Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���D�Q�G���������� �R���H�Q�G�H�U�V���I�U�R�P��
all dioceses in all language regions 
of Switzerland as well as state-
church institutions and Catholic 
religious orders. 

The report concludes that the 
cases and subsequent cover-up in-
volving the Swiss Catholic Church 
is not an isolated instance of sexual 
abuse by Church members.  Ac-
cording to the two historians, until 
the 2000s, Church leaders igno-
red, concealed or minimized sexual 
abuse.  

The accused of upholding or 
contributing to sexual abuse were 
men, with a few exceptions of wo-
men, according to Hans Zollner SJ, 
professor of psychology and pre-
sident of the Center for Child Pro-
�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �3�R�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�O�� �*�U�H�J�R�U�L�D�Q��
University, reporting to La Civiltà 
Cattolica, a periodical published by 
the Jesuits in Rome, Italy. 

In an interview for the Associa-
ted Press, the historians said that 
leading voices in the church hierar-
chy “must face up to this guilt” and 
the necessary consequences. 

 “[They] carry a great share of 
responsibility in the fact that so 
many people in the heart of the 
Church were victims of crimes, and 
�R�I�W�H�Q���V�X���H�U�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���I�R�U��
their lives, for themselves, their re-
lationships, their private and pro -
�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�¿-
dence in God, in life,” Domman and 
Meier told AP news. 

After publishing the report, 
Meier said that several people 
have contacted them, alleging that 
they have “experienced abuse” or 
“know people” who have experien-
ced sexualized violence by the Swiss 
Catholic priests, according to the 
UZH News interview.  

 Two organizations that assist 
victims and survivors of sexual as-
sult are providing assitance and 
advice to the historians. Meier said 
that they “will be working with vic -
tims’ organizations to contact those 
�D���H�F�W�H�G���´��

�� �:�K�H�Q�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�� �O�H�J�D�O��
from a historical view, Dommann 
and Meier said they “are not jud-
ges” and will not “assess guilt in the 
legal sense, nor will [they] make 
recommendations that go beyond 
[their] area of expertise, such as the 
prevention of sexual abuse.”  

“We are not primarily inter -
ested in the question of right or 
wrong, but in social constellations, 
how attitudes and values change 
over time,” Dommann said. “We’re 
also interested in the persistence of 
structures and mentalities.” 

To continue the study through 
2026, the advisory board who has 
assisted Dommann and Meier will 
receive an additional 1.5 million 
Swiss francs fom the Bishops’ Con-
ference of Switzerland, an assembly 
of bishops that meets regularly to 
build a juridical structure and assu -
me a guidance role at ecclesial level. 

 The aim will be to systematica-
lly expand the spectrum of partici -
pants, including, and not limited to 
talking to “ victims’ fathers, mothers 
and siblings, as well as to document 
the views of other participants, such 
as parish cooks,” according to Dom-
mann. �„

 This article was written on 
December 2023 and edited for this 
March issue. 

Edited by Temashengu Tshabalala

Study Reports A Thousand Cases of 
Sexual Abuse And Systematic Cover-Up 
in the Swiss Catholic Church since 1950
The Vatican commissions this research to two university historians and grants 
them access to Apostolic Archives



BY MAX NOKES

March 11, is the date for the 
96th Academy Awards, 

also known as The Oscars. Movie 
lovers from across the world join 
together to watch the often fun and 
elegant television event. This year’s 
nominees were announced a few 
�Z�H�H�N�V���E�D�F�N�����¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�U�V����
returns, snubs, and surprises.  

I asked the editors and writers 
of The Matthew to predict their 
winners for some of the popular ca-
tegories for this year’s Oscars. Here 
�D�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D���¶�V�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�L�V��
year’s Academy Awards.

Best Adapted Screenplay

Our Prediction:
Oppenheimer  
Christopher Nolan’s writing in 

Oppenheimer does a great job of 
keeping the audience engaged and 
informed, even with its long run -
time. The writing helps make the 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���¿�J�X�U�H�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���O�L�I�H��

REVIEWS

�7�K�H���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z���6�W�D�����3�U�H�G�L�F�W���7�K�L�V��
Year’s Academy Awards
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Best Original Screenplay

Our Prediction:
Past Lives 
Written by Celine Song, Past Li-

ves is a deeply heartfelt movie that 
contains great scenes with its two 
main characters, as they question 
their love for each other throughout 
�W�K�H���¿�O�P����

Best Animated Feature Film

Our Prediction:
The Boy and the Heron  
Though the blockbuster Spider-

Man: Across the Spider-Verse came 
in second with our votes and could 
seem to be a possible winner. We 
decided on The Boy and the Heron, 
�W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�H�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�� �O�D�V�W�� �¿�O�P��
by acclaimed director Hayao Mi-
yazaki. Its dream-like, hand drawn 
animation with its personal story 
�P�D�N�H���W�K�H���¿�O�P���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���6�W�X�G�L�R���*�K�L�E�O�L��
masterpiece.  

Best International Feature Film

Our Prediction:
Society of the Snow 
�7�K�L�V�� �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�J�L�F�� �¿�O�P��

�F�R�P�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�� �¿�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�� �-����
�$�����%�D�\�R�Q�D�����7�K�H���¿�O�P���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���K�X�J�H��
hit due to its popularity with critics 
and audiences when it came out on 
�1�H�W�À�L�[����

Best Cinematograpy 

Our Prediction:
Oppenheimer 
Our pick for cinematography 

has to go to Hoyte van Hoytema 
for his work in Oppenheimer. His 
vision of beautiful shots and mix of 
color and black and white make it a 
solid stand out.  

Best Director

Our Prediction:
Christopher Nolan
for Oppenheimer 
�)�U�R�P�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �¿�O�P�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �7�K�H��

Dark Knight Trilogy, Memento, 
Interstellar, and Dunkirk, Christo-
pher Nolan has established him as a 
major director working today. And 
with Oppenheimer, he directed his 
most ambitious and possibly his 
�E�H�V�W���¿�O�P���W�R���G�D�W�H������

Best Supporting Actor

Our Prediction:
Ryan Gosling
for Barbie  
When your name is literally 

written on the script to be Ken, 
Ryan Gosling knew this performan-
ce was going to be special. His role 
was not only hilarious, but full of 
heart and charm only Gosling can-
could help achieve.  

Best Supporting Actress

Our Prediction:
America Ferrera
for Barbie 
Ferrera shines as Gloria in Bar-

bie. A Mom who understands the 
challenges and rewards of what it’s 
like to be a mother and a woman. 
And her monologue? Outstanding.  

Best Actor

Our Prediction:
Cillian Murphy
for Oppenheimer 
Murphy did the impossible by 

portraying the haunting and com-
�S�O�H�[���¿�J�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���2�S�S�H�Q�K�H�L�P�H�U�����W�K�H��
infamous scientist. But, Murphy’s 
execution was top notch, giving us 
one of the best performances of the 
year.  

Best Actress

Our Prediction:
Emma Stone
for Poor Things 
Emma Stone’s commitment and 

transformation playing Bella Bax-
ter is truly extraordinary in Poor 
�7�K�L�Q�J�V���� �:�K�H�Q�� �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�O�P����
you feel inspired by her journey and 
her thoughts on the world around 
her. Stone hit it out of the park. 

Best Picture

Our Prediction:
Oppenheimer 
Runner Ups:
Barbie and Poor Things 
�7�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� ������ �¿�O�P�V�� �Q�R�P�L�Q�D-

ted for Best Picture are a variety of 
�J�U�H�D�W�� �¿�O�P�V���� �%�X�W�� �Z�H�� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �G�H-
cided that Oppenheimer was our 
winner, thanks to its major impact 
in cinemas worldwide as well as the 
movie itself being incredible. 

 
 Which ones were your favorite 

�¿�O�P�V�"���/�H�W���X�V���N�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���V�H�Q�G���X�V���\�R�X�U��
review. �„

Edited by Isabella Sevilla Aguilera
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BY FRANCESCA HRITCAN

“I �¶�O�O�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �¿�O�P����
I don’t know if I liked it, 

hated it, admired it, scared of it, or 
turned on by it, but I’ll certainly ne -
ver forget it.”  

�³�%�H�V�W���¿�O�P���R�I�������������´��

“I’m still trying to process it.” 

“A masterpiece.” 

These are just a handful of the 
audience’s remarks after watching 
�6�D�O�W�E�X�U�Q���� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �¿�O�P�� �P�D�G�H�� �E�\��
internationally famous director 
Emerald Fennell, which will be re -
leased in the UK on Prime Video 
on November 17, 2023, and in Italy 
on December 22 of the same year. 
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���¿�O�P�¶�V���K�D�O�I���L�V���V�H�W���L�Q���2�[�I�R�U�G����
Britain’s prestigious college, where 
Oliver (Berry Keoghan) appears to 
be making his social debut with the 
division of student tables, which 
sees him sitting with the “social 
outcasts,” as opposed to Felix (Ja-
cob Elordi), who is sitting with the 
“right people,” and surrounded by 
rich guys like him. The two meet 
on a fortunate occasion: Felix has 
punctured a bicycle wheel, and Oli-
ver, who was passing by, saves him 
by lending him his own. This is a 
watershed moment for both, be-
cause it is at this point that they will 
get involved in each other’s lives.  

REVIEWS

The distinction between the two 
is instantly clear: Oliver is the mar -
�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�V�¿�W�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �Z�K�R��
is desperately looking for a way to 
�¿�W�� �L�Q���� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �Z�D�Q�W�V�� �W�R��
either be Felix’s friend or be like 
him. He appears to be the only one, 
in an environment dominated by 
falsehood and appearance, who is 
genuinely interested in others.  

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�O�P�¶�V�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �S�D�U�W����
Oliver is invited to Saltburn, Felix’s 
family home. In a setting where 
�U�L�F�K�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� �D�U�H�� �À�H�H-
ting, there is a clear contrast with 
the fragility, pettiness, and follies 
of those who live there. In this at-
mosphere of emptiness, Felix once 
again appears to be the only one 
who stands out; on the other hand, 
Oliver attempts in every way to grab 
the attention and pity of those indi -
viduals while also creating a gap in 
that world.  

During his stay in Saltburn, 
the viewer learns about Oliver’s 
real nature: he manipulates others 
by becoming what they want him 
to be, trapping himself in a world 
where he pretends to be someone 
he is not. He appears to be a chame-
leon, changing forms to attempt to 
charm, provide support or reason 
depending on the person in front 
of him––prostrating simply to do -
minate. There is also a duality in 
�2�O�L�Y�H�U�¶�V�� �¿�J�X�U�H���� �L�Q�G�H�H�G���� �Z�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V��
see it told via glass and mirrors; 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �¿�O�P���� �K�H�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�V�� �W�R��
�¿�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �D�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�P�V�H�O�I��
that even he refuses to accept.  

There is important symbology 
�L�Q���W�K�H���¿�O�P���� �D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
reading key: during the party in 
the garden (which later ends up 
being one of the most fundamental 
moments) Felix wears wings and 
represents God, the angel. Howe-
ver, Oliver wears deer horns and 
represents the devil Lucifer, the fa-
llen angel, and the sacred deer and 
victim––a symbol of the dualism in 
his character.  

In the end, the devil murders 
God and dances naked to mock 
the elitism of those who live there. 
He prostrated to take his place and 
emerged victorious despite being 
the cruel character. Furthermore, 
some sexual sequences have caused 
controversy and strife; however, it 
seems that those scenes were in-
cluded in the picture to provoke the 
hypocritical bigots of the people. 
There is, in fact, a carnal need in 
every sensual image that wants to 
be communicated but must remain 
unspoken. It is all related to the “I 
want, but I cannot have”, to the ‘odi 
et amo,’ to a display of dominance. 
�6�D�O�W�E�X�U�Q���L�V���D���¿�O�P���W�K�D�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\��
leaves viewers with numerous ques-
�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�V���D���¿�O�P���W�K�D�W���V�F�D�Q�G�D�O�L�]�H�V����
leading the human being to ques-
�W�L�R�Q���K�L�V���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����8�S�R�Q���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H��
�Y�L�H�Z�H�U���¿�Q�G�V���W�K�D�W���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���L�V���P�X�F�K��
more like Oliver than Felix––the-

re is a social decadence today that 
pushes people to change according 
to what is expected of them, and 
�W�K�H�\�� �W�D�N�H�� �R�Q�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �V�K�D�S�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
colors to pass over others and get 
what they want. Saltburn, in all, is a 

�¿�O�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�� �W�K�H��
monsters concealed in plain sight of 
civilization. �„

Edited by Indea Windust 

Analyzing Saltburn

�6�D�O�W�E�X�U�Q���S�R�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���¿�O�P�����7�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���V�H�H�P�V���O�L�N�H���D���P�L�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G
represents the dualism of Oliver’s character: divided between what he is and what he could be.

 

Her: a love story bordering on 
reality
STUDENT COMMENTARY

BY ANNALUCIA SCOTTO DI CLEMENTE

T�K�H���¿�O�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���$�F�D-
demy Award for Best Ori-

ginal Screenplay, describes a not 
too distant near future, in which 
computers play a leading role in 
people’s lives. However, the re-
lease of a new operating system 
�H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H��
(AI), even capable of learning and 
processing emotions, unexpectedly 
revolutionizes the relationship with 
technology.  

Director: Spike Jonze 

Writer: Spike Jonze 

Stars: Joaquin Phoenix, Olivia 
Wilde, Amy Adams, Chris Pratt, 
Luka Jones, Portia Doubleday 

Year of Release : 2013 

Rated: R 

Running Time : 1h 26m 

Genres : Drama, Comedy, 
Science Fiction, Sentimental 

�³�:�L�O�O���D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���H�Y�H�Q-
tually replace us all?” is a question 
that today more and more people 
are asking themselves. In art, edu-
cation, media, and science, the role 
of AI is evolving, raising both hopes 
and fears among those who may 
�V�R�R�Q���X�V�H���L�W�����$�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���L�V��
a formidable tool for progress and 
productivity, but its use also invol -
ves great risks and series of existen-
tial questions for humanity. With 
Her, the American director, screen-
writer and actor Spike Jonze shows 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���$�,���X�Q�G�H�U���D���Q�H�Z��
guise: love. 

Los Angeles in the not too dis-
tant future. Theodore is a sensitive 
and complex man who makes a li-
ving by writing personal and tou -
ching letters on behalf of others. 
Depressed by the end of his ma-
rriage, Theodore discovers the pos-
�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �O�R�Y�H�� �D���D�L�U�� �W�K�D�Q�N�V��
to the “encounter” with Samantha 
a new and sophisticated operating 
system designed to meet his every 
need and that promises to be a uni-
que tool, intuitive and high perfor -
mance. Very sophisticated example 
�R�I�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���� �6�D�P�D�Q�W�K�D��
�L�V�� �D���H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�P�S�D�W�K�H�W�L�F�� �D�Q�G��

soon reveals a certain independen-
ce of judgment, a strong sense of 
humor, the ability to get to the heart 
of problems and an increasingly 
complex range of emotions. 

From the moment she begins 
to exist, Samantha progresses ra-
pidly, as well as her relationship 
with Theodore. From his assistant, 
he will gradually turn into a trusted 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�����F�R�Q�¿�G�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���±���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���±��
into something much deeper… 

/PHOTO COURTESY OF KILYAN SOCKALINGUM ON UNSPLASH

CONTINUES 



14

Intelligence vs Beauty in Today’ 
Society

15

BY VITTORIA CAROLI

M Is it more important to be 
beautiful or intelligent?   

Throughout history these two con-
cepts have always been intertwi-
ned, either in a good or bad way. 
What about the 21st century? 

Intelligence and beauty are two 
pillars that have driven – and still 
do – society and its perception of 
numerous things in life. The ques-

STUDENT COMMENTARY

Theodore, a deep and complex 
man played by Joaquin Phoenix, 
asks a thousand questions when 
he takes home the new opera-
ting system and gets acquainted 
with Samantha. Advertised as an 
innovative system capable of lis-
tening, evolving, understanding 
and knowing the user who uses it, 
Samantha represents everything 
Theodore has always wanted: a per-
son able to understand and show 
empathy. Endowed with a great 
propensity for independence, a mis-
chievous humor and a rich range of 
emotions. Although she can access 
all the information she wants, Sa-
mantha retains a certain amount 
of innocence and candor and, as 
Theodore carries her around with 
him, increases his self-awareness. 
Thanks then to the particular look 
of Samantha, Theodore manages 
to break his routine and see things 
and family ghosts never seen befo-
re, coming to consider himself di -
���H�U�H�Q�W�O�\����

�7�K�H�� �¿�O�P�� �S�R�V�H�V�� �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
questions about the meaning of 
love, happiness and identity in the 
digital age. What does it mean to 
love someone who does not exist 
physically but only as a voice? 
What does it mean to be human in 
a world increasingly dominated by 
technology? What does it mean to 
�E�H�� �D�Q�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �F�D�S�D�E�O�H��
�R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V�"���7�K�H���¿�O�P��
�G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �J�L�Y�H�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V��
�E�X�W�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�� �W�R�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�� �R�Q��
their choices and their values. The 
�¿�O�P�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V�� �V�R�P�H�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
�W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q-
telligence and digital communi -
cation. Today there are intelligent 
operating systems such as Siri or 
Alexa that can interact with users 

and chatbots that can converse on 
various topics and simulate a perso-
�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H�V�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���R���H�U���Q�H�Z��
opportunities for expression, lear -
ning and fun, but also pose ethical, 
social and psychological challenges. 
Movie scene at minute 56: Theodor 
pensive under the sky of Los Ange-
les. 

�+�H�U���L�V���D���¿�O�P���W�K�D�W���J�R�H�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���D��
lonely and sad man who falls in love 
with AI. Her is much more a roman -
�W�L�F���¿�O�P���W�K�D�Q���D���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���¿�F�W�L�R�Q���¿�O�P�����,�W��
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���G�L���H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
a “real” emotion and the one born 
from a non-human object that, 
however, feels desires and fears, 
without therefore representing te -
chnological evolution as something 
inhuman and staging the story of 
Theodore as a general metaphor 
in which technology “has the same 
sentimental weight of man”. Jonze 
does not intend to make a social cri-
ticism or explore the cultural reper -

cussions of technological evolution, 
but prefers to focus on the changes 
in our relationship with all the de -
vices around us, seen not as simple 
manipulated objects, but entities 
with which we relate completely, 
creating real worlds. Her is one of 
the most intimate and personal por -
traits of love you can ever see. The 
intimacy that is created between 
the main character Theodore and 
�K�L�V�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�� �6�D�P�D�Q�W�K�D�� �L�V��
one of the most profound and sin-
cere relationships ever brought to 
�W�K�H�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q���� �(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �¿�O�P����
from photography of the Los An-
geles cityscape, with city lights and 
TV screens in the background, to 
the sweet, melancholy music that 
accompanies a beach getaway, to 
the relationship between Theodore 
and the people around him, shows a 
humanity so deep and naively pure 
and innocent that perhaps we did 
not even remember it exists.  

These are the movies that can 
enter directly into your heart. The 
teaching it gives about human 
beings, about their fragile way of 
being and of being, of seeing the 
world, of clinging incessantly to the 
past and becoming an emotional 
obstacle, is sentimentally power-
ful and innocent at the same time. 
With Her, Spoke Jonze struggles to 
get to the end of the story by veiling 
�W�K�H���G�L���F�X�O�W�L�H�V���K�H���K�D�G���L�Q���Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�R��
make this masterpiece alone. For 
this reason, Her is therefore not the 
�E�H�V�W���¿�O�P���E�\���-�R�Q�]�H�����E�X�W���L�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���G�H�Q�V�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���¿�O�P�����S�R�H�W�L�F�����V�L�Q-
cere even in the healthy ambiguity of 
the story he wants to tell, and in the 
�Z�D�\�� �K�H�� �F�K�R�R�V�H�V�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �L�W���� �7�K�H�� �¿�O�P�¶�V��
�R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���Y�L�V�X�D�O���H���H�F�W�V�����L�Q�W�U�L�F�D�W�H��
storyline and out-of-the-world sce -
nes along with the complexity and 
depth of the characters make this 
�¿�O�P���X�Q�I�R�U�J�H�W�W�D�E�O�H�����+�H�U���L�V���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
�Q�R�W���D���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���¿�O�P���D�Q�G���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���D�Q-
swer even all the questions we have 

�D�E�R�X�W�� �O�R�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�W�L�¿�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q-
ce. But despite this, Her is one of 
the most powerful and original love 
�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �¿�O�P�� �S�U�R�G�X�F-
tion in the 2000s. The measure and 
elegance of Spike Jonze’s directing 
style, which avoids any self-referen-
tial virtuosity, often using close-ups 
�D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H���X�S�V�����W�K�H���U�H�¿�Q�H�G���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�V��
between the protagonists so genui-
ne and deep and the vision of a new 
version of love and technology are 
�W�K�H�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�\�� �W�K�L�V�� �¿�O�P�� �G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V��
to be seen at least once in life. May-
be the story may seem unusual and 
may not meet the sensitivity of all 
but if you want to get excited and 
�U�H�À�H�F�W���R�Q���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���V�X-
rrounds us, Her is waiting for you 
on Prime Video. �„

                     
                 �(�G�L�W�H�G���E�\���6�X�¿�\�D�Q���6�D�O�P�D�Q

�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �G�L���F�X�O�W��
�W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�X�H�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� �L�V��
whether these two values, in today’ 
society, are related or not and, if 
�W�K�H�\���D�U�H�����W�R���Z�K�D�W���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�Q�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q-
ces the other.  

 
What really is beauty? There is 

no such an objective answer, since, 
as the saying tells us, “Beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder.” Besides 
that, the conception of beauty has 
drastically changed throughout the 
centuries, mostly because of socio-
logical and historical backgrounds 
that are continuously in the gun -
sight of change.  

 According to the ancient Greek 
culture, beauty was strictly rela-
ted to the concept of harmony and 
proportionality, having the male 
athlete as the perfect model: ex-
ceptional body shapes conciliated 
with amusing values as courage and 
self-control. This was the prototype 
used to prove the concept of kaloka-
gathìa, from the Greek saying kalos 
kaì aghatos (beautiful and good), 
and Odysseus or Adonis represent 
the proof.  

With the rise of the Roman em-
�S�L�U�H���� �W�K�H�� �G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �E�H�D�X�W�\�� �Z�D�V��
�I�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�J�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�P�D�Q��

matron: her elegance not only was 
enforced by her good-looking-
ness, but also by using make-up 
and by wearing plenty of jewelry, 
highlighting the importance of the 
aesthetics over the inner self. The 
name Agrippina should clarify your 
ideas. 

In the Middle Ages, charm was 
the specular image of perfection 
and uniqueness in the sense of re-
ligion. Anything that was therefore 
considered beautiful and worthy of 
appreciation – physically and mo-
rally speaking – happened to be so 
because it approached the human 

�W�R���*�R�G�����W�R���L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�\������

During Renaissance, beauty was 
once again synonym of excellence 
and individuality, yet in this case it 
�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�S-
pearance. Purity, light skin, blond 
and long hair, deep blue eyes and 
prosperous bodies were the main 
characteristics of grace. And if you 
are picturing the Venere di Bottice-
�O�O�L���D�V���W�K�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
of beauty in this case, you are on the 
right track.  

It is the turn of Romanticism, 
the era of feelings. In this period, 

love was put at the center of the 
relationship between humans and, 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�\���R�I���D���Z�R�P�D�Q��
has been associated to the beauty 
of nature, therefore a beautiful wo-
man meant a pure, kind, graceful 
and simple woman. Which better 
example is there if not the famous 
Silvia, the woman loved by Giaco-
mo Leopardi, who he wrote a poem 
to.  

It can be said that every era 
was characterized by various per-
ceptions of the concept of beauty. 
Following this path, the 20th cen -
tury has perhaps been the fullest 
one since each decade has had a 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �L�G�H�D�� �R�I�� �E�H�D�X�W�\���� �6�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �R����
with the 1910s with three strict re-
quisites to be considered beautiful: 
prominent breasts, the narrowest of 
waists and large hips. 1920s, beauty 
becomes synonym of small breasts, 
basic make up and narrow hips. 
On the other hand, 1930s where 
the years of Hollywood, where the 
more curves you have, the prettier 
you are, concept that will come 
back 20 years later, right after the 
1940s, when women were seen 
beautiful because of their strength 
and courage to have gone through 
�:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�����R���H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�O�S���W�R��
whoever needed it. it is evident that 
it is all a matter of how women’s 
body was perceived: the beauty ca-
non of the 1960s and 90s was the 
woman without any curves, in the 
1970s, and again in the 1980s and 
the 2000s playing sports was the gi-
veaway if you wanted to be seen as 

near as possible to perfection, since 
it would have helped you to gain the 
most toned of the bodies.  

 
Consequently, for the past thou-

sands of years, the women have 
been mostly appreciated for their 
appearance, perhaps because con-
sidered inferior to men.

  
Intelligence was not even taken 

into consideration, or it rarely hap -
pened; as the case of Rita Levi Mon-
talcini, a neurologist who received a 
Nobel prize for medicine in 1986.  

Intelligence did not represent 
a requisite for women, they had to 

stay at home and look after the hou-
se and the children. Women had to 
be the distraction for their men af-
ter their day at work. And how were 
they supposed to be so? By being 
beautiful. That was the only requi-
site. Intelligence was a man thing. 
And he, he could be both. If that 
was the case, you found the perfect 
man. 

 What about today’ society? Our 
society prioritizes beauty over inte-
lligence. We have arrived at a point 
where a smart and creative, but not 
extremely good-looking person has 
become less valuable than a hand-
some and impeccable individual on 

the outside but empty inside.  
 
�<�H�W���� �P�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W��

made history throughout the years 
were, and are, gifted of judgement, 
brilliance and insight, and not only 
�D�Q�G�� �¿�U�V�W�O�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �J�O�D�P�R�X�U�� �D�Q�G�� �D�S-
peal: Cleopatra was a highly cultu-
red woman before being a stunning 
lady, who reigned the most extraor-
dinary empire of all times or; on the 
opposite side, Queen Vittoria was 
an extremely intelligent, powerful, 
astute and rational woman, not at 
all considered attractive. Notwiths -
tanding that, she was one of the 
greatest queens that Great Britain 
has ever had. 

Currently, the situation has re -
versed. Exceptional personalities 
are followed mainly because of their 
physical appearance. This is what 
now gives them popularity. This is 
what our society gives importance 
to.  

Beauty does not mean that. 
Beauty is much more than that.  If 
the relationship between intelligen -
ce and beauty has always been posi-
tively exploited, in the 21st century 
it has become counterproductive. 
Our society is immersed in the opi-
nion that beauty matters more than 
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �H�O�V�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�\�� �¿�H�O�G���� �%�H�D�X�W�\��
�D���H�F�W�V���\�R�X�U���F�D�U�H�H�U�����\�R�X�U���H�Q�W�L�U�H���O�L�I�H����
And why? Because the exterior is 
�Z�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �D�W�� �¿�U�V�W���� �<�H�W����
intelligence is what drives our life, 
allowing us to make decisions in life, 
�W�R���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���G�L���H�U�H�Q�W��
perspectives. Intelligence makes us 
curious. Intelligence makes us want 
to know more. It teaches us to ne-
�Y�H�U���E�H���V�D�W�L�V�¿�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H����
Intelligence stimulates us to reach 
perfection. Yet, perfection does not 
exist. And it does not exist either in 
the sense of attractiveness.  

It is all a matter of balancing 
the two.  Intelligence can for sure 
work without beauty, but it does not 
mean that being smart automatica-
lly cancels out the possibility to care 
about the external appearance. �„  

 
Edited by Victoria Brizzi

Now and Then: The Uncertain 
Future for Classic Rock 
BY MAX NOKES

M The Beatles, world-re-
nowned band released 

their supposed last song  entitled 
“Now and Then.” With this release, 
it shows that many rock artists, old 
�D�Q�G�� �Q�H�Z���� �D�U�H�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�\�V�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�\��
relevant in an often overwhelming 
and complex music world.

The Beatles, world-renowned 
released their supposed last song 
entitled “Now and Then.” With this 
release, it shows that many rock 
�D�U�W�L�V�W�V���� �R�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�Z���� �D�U�H�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J��
ways to stay relevant in an often 
overwhelming and complex music 
world.  

STUDENT COMMENTARY
It was late October 2023 when 

The Beatles, the world famous Bri-
tish rock band announced the “Last 
Beatles Song.” Music fans and cri-
�W�L�F�V���D�W���¿�U�V�W���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���Z�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���O�D�V�W��
song from the group would be. But 
then the song “Now and Then,” was 
announced, set to release on Nov-
ember 4th as an A-side single, with 
the B-side being a new remaster of 
�W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���K�L�W���³�/�R�Y�H���0�H���'�R���´����

So, what makes this song their 
“last” song, and why is it coming out 
in the 2020’s? 

Originally, the song was a recor-
ded demo written and sung by John 
Lennon, sometime in the 1970’s af-
ter the band broke up. Years later, 
after Lennon’s death and the for-
mer members of the band were re-

uniting for their Anthology project, 
Yoko Ono, Lennon’s wife, gave the 
demo to George Harrison, hoping 
that they would someday complete 
the song and release it. 

Because of this, “Now and Then” 
became one of three tracks that Ha-
rrison, Paul McCcartney, and Ringo 
Starr would work on and eventua-
lly release for their new Anthology 
�V�H�U�L�H�V���� �7�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�Z�R�� �V�R�Q�J�V����
“Free as a Bird ” and “Real Love” 
would be completed and eventua-
lly released, it was “Now and Then” 
that would be halted and eventually 
scrapped. 

The reason “Now and Then” 
stopped recording was due to the 
original tape recording itself. The 
piano of the demo is loud and pro-

minent, with Lennon’s vocals, whi -
le there and present, were quieter. 
This made the task of separating 
the piano and vocal track extremely 
�G�L���F�X�O�W�����6�R���I�U�R�P�������������W�L�O�O���������������W�K�H��
song’s production was paused, until 
�¿�O�P���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���3�H�W�H�U���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���F�D�P�H���L�Q������

Jackson helped direct the do-
�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �¿�O�P�� �*�H�W�� �%�D�F�N���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
saw Jackson and crew use new AI 
technology to isolate vocals and dia-
logue so they can incorporate those 
�V�R�X�Q�G�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �V�F�H�Q�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �¿�W��
the recorded footage. McCartney, 
Starr, and producer Giles Martin 
(the son of famed producer of The 
�%�H�D�W�O�H�V�����*�H�R�U�J�H���0�D�U�W�L�Q�����¿�Q�D�O�O�\���V�D�Z��
an opportunity, and used the same 
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H��
piano and vocals from Lennon’s 
original demo. From 2022-2023, 

the remaining Beatles and Martin 
�Z�H�U�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�� �D�Q�G��
release “Now and Then.” 

The song itself is great. Lennon’s 
haunting yet gentle vocals make 
you feel like you’re back in time. 
�7�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���J�U�D�Q�G�����¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
guitars, loud bass and drums, and 
classic strings and vocal harmonies.  

It is a song that is reminiscent of 
late-1960s Beatles, where they were 
more focused on studio sounds and 
trying out psychedelic and experi-
mental genres and ideas. The song 
was a huge hit, hitting the charts on 
not only streaming platforms like 
�6�S�R�W�¿�\���� �E�X�W�� �Z�D�V�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �L�W�� �W�R��
the Billboard Top 100 list, where it 

CONTINUES 

/PHOTO COURTESY OF  KILYAN SOCKALINGUM ON UNSPLASH

Movie scene at minute 56: Theodor pensive under the sky of Los Angeles.
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is commonly found not in the popu -
lar charts or pop music all together.  

Artists like Boygenius, Wallows, 
The 1975, Tame Impala, Backseat 
Lovers, Bleachers, and Inhaler are 
examples of bands who are not only 
considered indie or alternative, 
but simply rock. Rock has always 
been an evolutionary genre, with 
more genres rising as time moves 
forward.  

We can easily look back at the 
1970’s and see all the rock genres 
that were present at that time. So 
what is next? I guess music listeners 
will have to wait and see.  

Classic rock artists seem to 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �Q�H�Z�� �Z�D�\�V�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�\��
relevant, whether it’s remastering 
songs and albums, or even relea-
sing unheard material. There is also 
the vinyl record revival, which sees 
a majority of rock, indie, and alter -
native artists seem to thrive. With 
streaming, the complex web of mu-
sic genres will continue to grow and 
connect with each other, as strea-
ming gives listeners endless amou-
nts of songs, albums, and so many 
�Q�H�Z���¿�H�O�G�V���R�I���P�X�V�L�F���W�K�H�\���P�L�J�K�W���K�D�Y�H��
not heard before.   �„

Edited by Amanda Contessa

he wanted to stop smoking, and he 
trusted him. As soon as Pietro Gras-
so knew about the attack, he ran to 
the hospital, but he was informed 
that there was nothing left that they 
could do to save Falcone. It was at 
that moment that Pietro Grasso re-
membered he had Falcone’s lighter. 
From that moment on, the lighter 
remained with him; At the end of 
lecture, he showed the audience the 
lighter, exclaiming: “This is why I 
called the Foundation Scintille di 
�)�X�W�X�U�R���´���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V���À�D�P�H�V���R�I���W�K�H��
future. As a tribute to his colleague, 

BY VITTORIA CAROLI

On January 29, 2024, John 
Cabot University had the 

exceptional opportunity to partici -
pate in a lectio magistralis by Pie-
tro Grasso about Giovanni Falcone 
and the years of lead that he him-
self lived.  

I was one of the students who 
had the chance to attend the lectio 
magistralis of Pietro Grasso, the 
former President of the Senate, an 
�D�Q�W�L���P�D�¿�D�� �P�D�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�H���� �D�Q�G�� �3�U�H�V�L-
dent-founder of the Scintille di Fu -
turo Foundation. He worked side 
by side with Giovanni Falcone, a 
name not only familiar to Italians, 
but also recognized worldwide. Fal-

STUDENT COMMENTARY

 Attending this meeting was a 
wonderful opportunity for the stu -
dents at John Cabot University to 
�E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�D�¿�D���S�K�H�Q�R-
menon with a powerful individual 
who has dealt with such delicate 
cases, such as the Maxi Trial, and 
�Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
individuals like Giovanni Falcone.  
�7�K�H���¿�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���0�D�¿�D���L�V���D���Q�H-
ver-ending challenge, but that does 
not mean it is impossible to win. �„

Edited by Paige Chinn

made it to the number 5 spot. It was 
also Billboard’s number 1 spot for 
digital sales.

As you can see, Beatlemania still 
lives on. With “Now and Then” not 
surprisingly becoming a hit for the 
Fab Four, what is next for the state 
of rock and roll? 

Despite this song being The 
Beatles’ last song, this isn’t the only 
time the band has been around for 
this modern age of music content 
and consumption. Since the early 
2010’s, The Beatles are still some 
of the biggest sellers when it comes 
to the vinyl record market, as well 
as continuing to re-release their al-
bums. With technology and music 
listening devices changing, the for-
mer members of the band, as well 
as Giles Martin, have reproduced, 
remastered, and re-released some 
of the band’s most critically acclai-
med albums. Albums like “Sgt. Pep-
per” and “Abbey Road,” have been 
remastered and now sound ama-
zing on streaming services. Even 
reissues of their vinyls are of these 
new remasters, giving vinyl lovers 
more to collect and new listeners 
something to begin with. 

The Beatles’ ability to remain 

relevant in the digital age has inspi-
red many legendary rock artists to 
do the same. Artists like Fleetwood 
Mac, David Bowie, Queen, Elton 
John, Blondie, and more have now 
seen new remasters and adapta-
tions towards streaming. Certain 
artists, like Pink Floyd, have crea-
ted new compilations of eras of 
their music and remasters of live 
albums and rare songs so that it can 
attract die hard fans.  

Overall, the classic rock gen-
re, though not as popular as it was 
years ago, still plays a huge role in 
music culture. So what exactly is 

next for classic rock and basically 
rock all together? 

Rock music today is in an odd 
position. Though some bands like 
Foo Fighters, Paramore, Radio-
head, The Strokes, and Green Day 
remain contributors to the rock 
sound, the addition of the indie 
and alternative genres have greatly 
�D���H�F�W�H�G���U�R�F�N���D�O�O���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U����

 
Since the 2010’s, the indie and 

alternative genres have slowly in-
creased in popularity. Contributors 
to this rise include:

• Creation of online subcultures 
found in apps like Tumblr,

• New technology that gives 
people the ability to make music at 
home,  

• Development of new record la-
bels whose focus is to stay with an 
indie sound and aesthetic. 

All of these factors have resul-
ted in alternative scene becoming 
its own genre of music. Because of 
this, many modern rock acts and 
�P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���¿�U�V�W���I�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G��
start as indie artists, as their music 

cone was an Italian judge and pro-
secuting magistrate.  

 
�7�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R����

his lecture by quoting what Mar-
celle Padovani – a French journa-
list – wrote in the prologue of her 
book, collaborating with Giovanni 
Falcone, entitled Cose di Cosa Nos-
tra: “The number one enemy of Ma-
�¿�D���´���)�D�O�F�R�Q�H���K�D�G���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R��
understand the true nature of these 
criminal organizations, describing 
it as a phenomenon like no other. 
�0�D�¿�D�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���� �D�� �P�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J��
process, and an end; yet we are still 
far away from the latter, and it con -
tinues to pose a dangerous threat to 
all democracies, as they act covertly, 
no longer using a heavy reliance on 
violence and attacks as seen in the 
years of lead in the 80s and 90s of 
the previous century.  

During his years of clash aga-
�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�¿�D���� �)�D�O�F�R�Q�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
support and pragmatism from the 
United States extremely helpful. 
At the forefront of the cases, where 
the American cooperation brought 
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����Z�D�V���W�K�H��
�6�S�D�W�R�O�D���7�U�L�D�O�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�U�L�D�O���W�K�D�W���)�D�O-
cone ever handled. The name of the 
trial comes from Rosario Spatola, a 
�P�D�¿�D���E�R�V�V���� �)�D�O�F�R�Q�H���K�D�G���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
to discover the underground money 
laundering process, tracking down 
its direct routes, stemming from se-
veral building companies

This allowed him to conduct 
other investigations in various 
banks. 

This act of bravery is not so-
mething every judge would choose 
to act upon, knowing the deadly 

dangers involved. The team made 
�X�S�� �R�I�� �)�D�O�F�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �8�6���� �V�S�H�F�L�¿-
cally an Alitalia pilot, seized 40 ki -
lograms of heroin that was enroute 
to the US. 

Through this operation, they 
discovered several pizza restau-
�U�D�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D���F�N�L�Q�J����
This element created the name for 
the investigation: “Pizza Connec-
tion”   Once more, Dr. Pietro Gras-
so underlined the importance of 
the collaboration between the two 
countries, which has been funda-
mental for every step taken in each 
investigation, allowing them to dig 
into the unknown of these criminal 
organizations, investigations, wi-
retaps, family connections, bonds 
with bosses, information from justi -
�F�H���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���F�R�G�H�V��
or rules followed by the clans – any 

piece of information would have 
helped add as many pieces as pos-
�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�]�]�O�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���0�D�¿�D����

These materials were the basis 
of the so-called Maxi-Trial, one of 
the greatest trials ever conducted 
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�¿�D���� �3�L�H�W�U�R�� �*�U�D�V�V�R��
stated that it was “the biggest pro-
fessional challenge ever faced,” 
with the postponement of 475 in-
dividuals to trial, leading to 92 life 
sentences.  

  
At this point in the lecture, 

Mr. Grasso told us about the well-
known Capaci attack that happened 
on May 23, 1992. He explained that 
he should have been involved too, 
but he was extremely lucky to have 
�I�R�X�Q�G�� �D�� �À�L�J�K�W�� �W�L�F�N�H�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�D�Y�H�G�� �K�L�V��
life. According to the US, Falcone’s 
death represented a deep loss for 

the entire world, yet he did not have 
the same recognition is his birth 
nation. “The Americans loved Gio-
vanni Falcone more than a large 
number of Italians who did not ap-
preciate him as he deserved to be,” 
said Mr. Grasso before telling us 
an anecdote that explained why he 
found Scintille di Futuro.  

Some days before the deadly 
attack that lead to the tragic death 
of Giovanni Falcone, he decided 
to give his lighter to his friend and 
colleague, Pietro Grasso, because 

�E�X�W���¿�U�V�W�����W�R���D���O�L�I�H���O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���I�U�L�H�Q�G���Z�K�R����
throughout that lighter, will always 
be next to Pietro Grasso.  

 
The last minutes of the lecture 

were dedicated to a Q&A session, 
and I took that as an opportunity to 
ask what it felt like for him when he 
�Z�D�V�� �V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�¿�D��
bosses during the trial. He answe-
red directly, without hesitation, te -
lling us: “I was anxious before en-
tering the court room, but a wave 
of adrenaline swept me away and 
I was ready to face them.” Another 

interesting question was asked by 
a professor, inquiring how they, as 
magistrates, can objectively judge 
�W�K�H�� �P�D�¿�R�V�L���� �N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H��
still human beings. Pietro Grasso 
replied that “the one of the criminal 
organizations is a reality where it is 
not admissible to show any emo-
tions, they must be looked at with 
detachment.” 

 
 Dr. Pietro Grasso closed out his 

lecture with one last powerful state-
�P�H�Q�W�����³�<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���¿�Q�G���W�K�H���0�D�¿�D���L�I��
you do not look for it.”  

/PHOTO COURTESY OF EDWARD EYER ON PEXELS

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

BY KAYLA MULLER

Correction : The Matthew is 
republishing the print version of 
this interview due to a formatting 
�L�V�V�X�H�� �R�Q�� �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� ������������ �Z�K�H�U�H��
two paragraphs from another in -
terview appear at end of the arti-
cle. We apologize for the mistake.

Launching in Fall 2024, the 
�0���$�����L�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$���D�L�U�V��

at John Cabot will be pioneered by
Professor Michael Driessen. 

Professor Driessen attained his 
doctorate at Notre Dame and has 
published numerous works, most 
recently being The Global Politics 
of Interreligious Dialogue: Reli-
�J�L�R�X�V�� �&�K�D�Q�J�H���� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G�� �6�R-
lidarity in the Middle East.

I had the pleasure of inter- 
viewing Professor Driessen on ta- 
king on his new role as Director of 
�W�K�H�� �0���$���� �L�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$���D�L�U�V��
and what he hopes to achieve with 
the launch of the program.

You attended Notre Dame 
and got your doctorate; Can 
you tell us a bit more about 
your academic background 
and what led you to take on 
the role of director for this 
new master’s program here at 
John Cabot?

I come from a liberal arts bac-
kground, and I did an interdisci- 

plinary degree at the University of 
Portland, a small liberal arts univer- 
sity on the West Coast. I took a mix 
�R�I�� �P�D�W�K���� �¿�Q�H�� �D�U�W�V���� �D�U�W�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �D�Q�G��
philosophy, and although I didn’t 
take any political science courses, I 
was always interested in questions 
of peace. I got my master’s at Johns 
Hopkins SAIS in Bologna, where 
�P�\���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W��
resolution, international relations, 
and peace in the early 2000s. This 
was right in the aftermath of 9/11 
and there were a lot of questions 
about the role that religion was 
playing in international peace. Ater 
that, I got my doctorate at the Uni -
versity of Notre Dame, which is a 
university with a long tradition of 
thinking about religion and politics. 
A job opened up at John Cabot and 
I had wanted to go back to Italy, so 
I grabbed it. My background has 
always been shaped by questions 
about policy making, international 
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �S�H�D�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�� �U�H�V�R����
lution, particularly in the Medite- 
rranean region, and this seemed to 
�E�H���D���J�R�R�G���¿�W���I�R�U���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J��
to build in our master’s program.

What is your overarching 
vision for the program, and 
what goals or objectives do 
you hope to achieve with its 
launch?

The program is policy-oriented 
�D�Q�G�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �R���H�U�L�Q�J�� �V�N�L�O�O�V�� �I�R�U��
students to begin careers in the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�� �R�I�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D���D�L�U�V���� �7�K�H��
goal is to provide the necessary 
skills to people who aspire to work 
in international governmental and 
non-governmental organizations, 

�R�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�H�O�G�V�� �R�I�� �G�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���� �K�X����
man rights, or international law. As 
a liberal arts university, the semi- 
narstyle small classrooms involve 
a lot of student-scholar interaction, 
which will create an interesting en- 
vironment to be thinking about the 
big questions in global politics: the 
�Z�D�U�� �L�Q�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
Middle East, or where the US is 
going in its relationship with China. 
We want students to have the trai- 
ning, expertise, and the theoretical 
breadth to respond to these kinds 
of questions. We also want to give 
students opportunities to get their 
�¿�U�V�W�� �I�R�R�W�� �R�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�D�U�H�H�U�� �S�D�W�K����
and we’ll be engaging with the city 
�R�I���5�R�P�H�����Z�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���R���H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
the possibility to get involved in the 
rich international environment in 
the city, and maybe even start their 
�¿�U�V�W���M�R�E���R�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�V�K�L�S���K�H�U�H��

How would a student bene -
�¿�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V��
�L�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$���D�L�U�V�� �D�W��
John Cabot, and what makes 
�W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�Q��
other institutions?

I think that John Cabot will 
�K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�R�O�L�F�\���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G�� �O�L-
beral arts M.A. program in Inter -
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$���D�L�U�V�� �L�Q�� �5�R�P�H���� �(�Y�H�U�\��
educational culture has its own per-
sonality, and one of the things that 
makes John Cabot special is our 
inter- national diversity and multi -
culturalism. Rome also has its own 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �W�H�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
networks and organizations that 
are present—for example, we’re in 
a place where it’s interesting to be 
discussing topics like food security 

because of the presence of the UN 
and other food programs here; but 
also, international diplomacy in 
the Mediterranean, Europe, and 
Middle East in general due to the 
concentration of embassies here. 
John Cabot is also unique because 
of our nature as an American liberal 
arts university within Rome. The 
thickness of international diversity 
that you have in a place like John 
Cabot will be a strength as well. We 
want to be a strong MA program 
like all MA programs, but there are 
certainly some things that make us 
�G�L���H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���R���H�U���X�V���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R��
be a really interesting program.

In what ways will students 
be able to enhance their expe -
rience while partaking in the 
program, such as research op -
portunities or internships?

As part of the program, all stu- 
dents need to take a research assis- 
tantship or an internship, and we 
are dedicated to helping students 
with that. John Cabot just launched 
a new Center for Graduate Studies, 
which is designed to be a home for 
the evolving development of several 
�G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �P�D�V�W�H�U�¶�V�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���� �D�Q�G��
will be led by Antonella Salvatore, 
the head of the Career Services here 
at John Cabot. One aspect of the 
Center for Graduate Studies is that 
�L�W�¶�V���E�H�L�Q�J���E�X�L�O�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���¿�Q�G��
career opportunities and interns- 
hips. We do this well at John Cabot: 
we are a small university that has 
outsized career services possibi-
lities. We’re looking to reproduce 
�W�K�D�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �$���D�L�U�V��
MA program, and this new center 

will provide quite a bit of help. I 
think it’s also going to provide all 
sorts of possibilities for students 
in terms of networking opportu -
ni- ties and access to certain types 
of internships and job placements, 
which is certainly an important pi- 
llar of our program.

How do you plan to stay cu -
rrent with developments and 
advancements in the global 
political landscape?

I really believe in the scholar- 
teacher-practitioner model, parti- 
cularly when it comes to interna- 
�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D���D�L�U�V���� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D���D�L�U�V��
has a tradition of faculty who not 
only have a foot in teaching but in 
policy environments as well. A good 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D���D�L�U�V�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �P�L����
xes scholars and practitioners who 
are actively engaged in world po- 
litics, and we have that already at 
John Cabot; some faculty are more 
research-focused and some more 
policy-focused. For my part, I’ll also 
continue to bring forward my re- 
search agenda. I think this creates 
opportunities for students, and also 
makes teaching more interesting 
and exciting.

Right now, I’m working on a 
long run project on interreligious 
dialogue in the Mediterranean 
which includes a policy initiative 
with the Italian Ministry of Fore- 
�L�J�Q�� �$���D�L�U�V�� �R�Q�� �,�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V����
hip and Religious Freedom in the 
Euro-MENA region. I will remain 
involved in that and hopefully there 

Leading the Way: Professor Michael 
Driessen on Assuming Directorship
�R�I���W�K�H���8�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$���D�L�U�V
Master’s Program

CONTINUES 
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1. ROME: October 15, 2023 – The two main HummusTown chefs put chopped vegetables into the oven (Violeta Nanutti for The Matthew).
2. ROME: September 13, 2023 – The HummusTown kiosk located in front Piazza Della Repubblica (Violeta Nanutti for The Matthew).
3. ROME: September 13, 2023 – Michel and Ari wash and cut vegetables to display at the Kiosk (Violeta Nanutti for The Matthew).
4. ROME: October 15, 2023 – Image of couscous ready to be served (Violeta Nanutti for The Matthew).

IN PHOTOSIN PHOTOS   
HummusTown
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BY VIOLETA NANUTTI 

To many people, Rome is a 
place to wonder and va-

cation. For others, Rome symbo-
lizes freedom, hope, and safety. 
Through initiatives like the Huma -
nitarian corridor and the Italian 
resettlement scheme, dozens of 
Syrians have found refuge in Rome. 
Accommodating refugees and hel-
ping them build a life can be cha-
llenging, but thanks to Shaza, the 

founder of HummusTown, many 
have discovered a home away from 
home. 

Shaza, born in Damascus, Syria, 
has called Rome home for over 40 
years. A woman of many talents, 
she not only works for the FAO but 
also owns a restaurant and catering 
company named HummusTown. 
�7�K�L�V�� �I�X�O�O���À�H�G�J�H�G�� �6�\�U�L�D�Q�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D-
tive employs Syrian refugees, con-
tributing to both their livelihoods 
and environmental sustainability. 

HummusTown goes beyond busi-
ness by donating food and time to 
other refugees in Italy. Generous 
donations have even enabled them 
to acquire an electric car with zero 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

Having personally witnessed 
the dedication of the men and wo-
men at HummusTown, it is clear 
that they cook and serve with love 
�D�Q�G�� �S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�� �R���H�U�V��
cooking classes for students world-
wide, shedding light on the Syrian 

situation and the importance of 
assistance. Food prepared in these 
classes is distributed to refugees 
in Rome. With a kiosk in front of 
Piazza Della República, Hummus-
Town sells delicious Syrian dishes 
like hummus, falafel, baklava, and 
more. All their food is freshly pre -
pared in their kitchen and trans -
ported to the kiosk, ready for custo-
mers to enjoy. 

Shaza’s inspiring dedication ex-
tends beyond business. Always re-

ady to lend a helping hand, she and 
her team at HummusTown create 
an atmosphere where everyone 
feels like family, exemplifying the 
power of compassion and commu-
nity. �„

4

will be opportunities for students in 
our program to interact with some 
of the policymakers and religious 
actors participating in the initiative. 
In general, we have a very active fa- 
culty in the department, with a high 
level of research and engagement 
in international politics. I think this 
will contribute to a dynamic and 

engaging atmosphere both for the 
students in the program and for our 
wider neighborhood. We want to be 
a place where the more interesting 
conversations on international po-
litics are happening in Rome.

Finally, what advice would 
you give to students who are 

considering pursuing a career 
in academia or your particular 
�¿�H�O�G���R�I���V�W�X�G�\�"

Something I always try to en- 
courage students to do is engage in 
�S�X�E�O�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$���D�L�U�V��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D���¿�H�O�G���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���S�X����
blic service—it’s a practice, like Me-

dicine, in that sense. Do something 
that brings you into solidarity with 
�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �V�X���H�U�L�Q�J���� �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U��
joining the Peace Corps or the Eu- 
ropean Solidarity Corps, or go work 
for Amnesty International or the 
Red Cross. Those kinds of experien- 
ces are really important in shaping 
the way in which you think, as well 

as your aspirations for what you can 
�G�R���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D���D�L�U�V�����$�Q�G��
read widely. That’s my best advice 
for students: just keep reading. �„

Edited by Michaela Salzman

BY ALESSANDRO CATALDI

A�I�W�H�U���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���*�U�D�Q�G��
Slam in Melbourne, Aus-

tralia, Italian tennis player Jannik 
Sinner remains unbeaten in 2024, 
adding the Rotterdam Open to his 
title collection.  

The 22-year-old won against 
the ATP No. 11 Alex De Minaur 
from Sydney, Australia, in two 
sets (7-5 6-4) on Sunday to win his 
twelfth title and extend his 2024 
�X�Q�E�H�D�W�H�Q���V�W�U�H�D�N���W�R���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�V�H�F�X-
tive matches.   

�7�K�H�� �U�R�D�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�� �V�D�Z�� �W�K�H��
Alto Adige prodigy beating impor -
�W�D�Q�W�� �S�O�D�\�H�U�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �*�D�H�O�� �0�R�Q�¿�O�V�� �D�Q�G��
Tallon Griekspoor, conceding only 
one set throughout the whole tour-
nament against Frenchman.   

Jannik faced De Minaur once 
�D�J�D�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�� �¿�Q�D�O���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V��
matchup between the two had 
�J�U�D�Q�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �,�W�D�O�L�D�Q�� �K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W�� ����������
Masters title in Canada in Au-
gust, although this time winning 
wouldn’t have been as easy. The 
Australian cruised past Andrey Ru-
blev and Gregor Dimitrov to reach 
�W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���S�O�D�\���W�K�H��
game until the last point.   

�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�H�W���V�D�Z���6�L�Q�Q�H�U���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J��
�¿�U�V�W���� �E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J�� �'�H�� �0�L�Q�D�X�U�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�¿�I�W�K�� �J�D�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �V�H�U�Y�H��
until the ninth game. The Austra-
lian however wasn’t done yet, and 
after saving four set points he ma-
naged to get a counter break, ma-
king it 5-5.   

 
Although the Italian player 

seemed in trouble, after taking the 
game to his advantage he managed 
to break De Minaur on his second 
�E�U�H�D�N�S�R�L�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���D���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���Z�L�Q-
ner on the line. Sinner then won 

NEWS

Jannik Sinner Wins Rotterdam 
Open and Takes No. 3 Ranking 

the following game, sealing the set 
with a two hundred kilometers per 
hour ace.  

The second set saw De Minaur 
�¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �S�R�L�Q�W���� �Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
�K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W���W�Z�R���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���J�D�P�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
letting Sinner winning one single 
point. However, in the fourth game, 
Sinner had saved two break points, 
keeping his serve after twelve mi-
nutes of play. The following game 
however became a turning point in 
the match, while De Minaur see-
med to be playing better than Sin-
ner, the latter suddenly improved 
�J�D�P�H�����¿�U�V�W���E�\���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q��
to advantages, and then by stealing 

the game from him with his fourth 
break point.   

Nonetheless, the match wasn’t 
over just yet, and after going up 40-
15, De Minaur managed to counter 
break Sinner right away, making it 
���������� �7�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�� �Z�D�V�� �¿�O�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�P�R-
tion and seemed to be destined to 
go on until the third set, but Sin -
ner wasn’t particularly fond about 
this idea, breaking De Minaur right 
after conceding a break in the pre-
vious game, as the Australian’ shot 
ends into the net. The match went 
on and both players won their res-
pective service games, thus de-
creeing Sinner’s victory.    

The Italian champion then 
showed his humility after the game, 
praising De Minaur by saying that 
he would have preferred to play 
with him in doubles as he is one of 
the toughest players on tour.   

With this win Jannik Sinner 
became the No. 3 in the ATP ran-
king, reaching a level that no other 
Italian player has achieved since 
�W�K�H���R���F�L�D�O���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�����Z�K�L�O�H��
being the second ever to do it, as in 
the 60s Nicola Pietrangeli was jour-
nalistically deemed to be the third 
best player on tour.   

Who knows what the future 
might have in store for Sinner, but 
in the meantime it’s certain that the 
22 year old from Alto Adige conti -
nues to write history, bringing a 
whole country closer to a sport that 
they had forgotten to love. �„

Edited by Bronte Delmonico 

/PHOTO COURTESY OF DENISE CROSS ON FLICKR
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1. ROME: September 24, 2023 – Natalie H. participates in the Strange Magic ritual (Nino Malakmadze for The Matthew).

2. ROME: September 24, 2023 - Mana I., 24, dances on her rooftop minutes before the Strange Magic gathering starts (Nino Malakmadze for The Matthew).

3. ROME: November 5, 2023 – Nino M., 21, runs through the room a few minutes before the gathering starts (Nino Malakmadze for The Matthew).

4. ROME: October 1, 2023 – Mana I., 24,  prepares rose bud tea for her guests from a casket her grandma gave her in Pakistan (Nino Malakmadze for The Matthew).

Terraces – A Meeting Point for Diverse 
Cultures 

IN PHOTOSIN PHOTOS   

1

2
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BY NINO MALAKMADZE

Moments of camaraderie 
and shared experiences 

in the Strange Magic gathering on 
a rooftop in Rome are a way to re-
connect to a familiar atmosphere 
for international students studying 

abroad from John Cabot and other 
Universities. Against the backdrop 
of globalization and the rise of in-
ternational education, the terrace 
symbolizes a meeting point for di-
verse cultures. As international stu-

dent enrollment in Rome continues 
to rise, so do the unique challenges 
and shared experiences of those 
seeking education and belonging in 
a foreign land. �„
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Burnt Cheeks
CREATIVE VOICES

BY MARIEL GOUSIOS

I   �V�S�H�Q�W�� �P�R�Q�W�K�V�� �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �O�L�I�H�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �V�W�D�U�W���� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H��

dreams to wish themselves into reality, tired of the ashen skies 

�D�Q�G���W�U�D���F���L�Q���P�\���S�R�F�N�H�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����,���X�V�H�G���W�R���O�R�R�N���J�U�L�P�D�F�H���X�S���D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�\��

clouds, yearning for the sun. The polluted lake that traces the curves of the 

land like a skin-tight dress. A warning sign was placed outside, urging us 

not to swim, but we defyingly did. My friend’s street was lined with beer 

bottles and Wendy’s wrappers, accompanied by gunshot melodies. I’d 

close my eyes and hope for a better life, but I’ve always been a romantic 

for the unattainable. Now I’m the farthest I’ve ever been from home. My 

�������P�L�Q�X�W�H���Z�D�O�N���W�R���F�O�D�V�V���F�U�R�V�V�H�V���E�\���W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q���U�L�Y�H�U�����O�L�W�W�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�H�D�G���¿�V�K��

and dead bodies. I look back, longingly, at the 30-minute drive to school, 

�W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���E�X�P�S�H�U���W�R���E�X�P�S�H�U���W�U�D���F���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�W�H���Q�L�J�K�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�D�U���K�H�D�G�O�L�J�K�W�V��

�O�L�N�H���V�Z�D�U�P�V���R�I���¿�V�K���D�V���W�K�H�\���S�D�V�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���K�L�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���F�L�W�\�����,���P�L�V�V��

the mysterious abandoned buildings, their deep roots growing into the 

�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�R�X�E�O�H���G�H�F�N�H�U���K�R�X�V�H�V���E�L�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���¿�W���W�Z�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����/�L�I�H��

is always better looking back, and now my cheeks are burnt.

 Edited by Amanda Contessa 

Ashes of Time
CREATIVE VOICES

BY NICOLE DI MARIA

Ashes of time, 

lightnings and  

�V�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�V���À�\������

Poets run 

�R�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�G�����Z�K�L�O�H���J�U�D�V�V���¿�H�O�G�V��

whistle 

the noises of far-away screams 

coming from deserts 

and mosques.  

(L)only, 

the artist 

paints words 

made of music and blood, 

but he does not know 

any pain 

besides that  

of men enriched 

by sins 

and bombs. 

Ashes of time, 

cigarettes 

and greed. 

Avidity 

does not look 

at the Saracen nights, 

�U�H�G���R�I���¿�U�H�V��

and white of souls, 

but writes the stories 

of never-been heroic deeds. 

Ashes of time, 

wines 

and ink. 

All famous tears 

are the falling drops  

of the blades 

thrown with closed eyes.

 Edited by Lucie Ruggiero 

The feeling of growing up   
BY CHARLIE MASSA

Growing up is scary. That 
probably is one of the 

most common thoughts that a co-
llege student may have. It hits you 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �Q�L�J�K�W�� �D�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P��
�K�R�P�H���� �R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���\�R�X���F�D�W�F�K���D��
cold and your parents aren’t there 
to give you soup. Even when you 
do not know which type of salt you 
are supposed to buy at the super-
market. Growing up means having 
to experience constant change, to 
adapt to new situations, to face cha-
llenges. Young adults tend to like 
the thrilling part of it, the adrena -
line that comes with all the adven-

tures, the excitement of doing new 
things. But there always is a point 
when it shows all its realities: at 
some point, “I’m going to uni” be -
comes “I have to go to the universi-
ty.” Moments in which responsibi -
lities and commitments make their 
way through young adults’ lives. It 
is scary and hard, but it also is just 
part of getting to adulthood. The 
good news is that this is something 
that all young adults experience, 
thus it could become an opportuni -
ty to come together, to support each 
other. It hit me the other day: it was 
a cold day, an early morning, and I 
was walking to class. I was sleepy 
and cold, so I could feel that I was 
walking in a goofy way, in my coat, 
looking for some warmth. It hit me 
because I saw other students in the 

same conditions as mine, with their 
hands in their pockets, or holding 
a hot beverage. They were going to 
class, cold and sleepy, just like me. 
And so, I felt warm inside, becau-
se, in the end, we are all little tiny 
�K�X�P�D�Q�V�����W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���K�R�Z���W�R��
become adults, without forgetting 
what it was like to be a child. And 
so, we walk in the cold weather, 
snuggling in our coats, in the same 
way that we walk to a new, unfami-
liar path in our life, full of fear and 
craving comfort. And if we are lucky 
enough, we notice that we are not 
alone, that all of us are living the 
same experience. It feels so scary 
getting old, it can make you feel 
alone, but it is all about perspective. 
The passage between adolescence 
and adulthood should not be percei-

ved as a mere “passage” but it is its 
whole adventure, and it is worthy, 
especially with the right company. 
It is okay to be scared about life, but 
it shouldn’t stop us from living it.   

�7�K�H�� �D�L�P�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �W�R��
give a positive message to all the 
new students who feel scared, lo-
nely, and maybe ashamed about 
it: you are not alone, we all feel it 
or have felt it. Be scared, and do it 
anyway, snuggling for comfort, you 
�Z�L�O�O���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U���\�R�X�U���O�L�W�W�O�H���À�D�P�H�����\�R�X�U��
own warmth.   

Edited by Lisa Duncan

CREATIVE VOICES

/PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARLIE MASSA  

Find more pictures and In Photos
stories on our website,
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Antebellum        
CREATIVE VOICES

BY SUFIYAN SALMAN

The tip tapping of rain aga-
inst the fogged-up window 

pane just above my bed; a mirror 
through which I trace my lunar 
lunacies within the constellating 
midnight blues. The shapes of my 
initials that adorn a pattern of 
�V�S�O�L�Q�W�H�U�V���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�R�G�H�Q���À�R�R�U�����7�K�H��
echo of footsteps against the cei-
ling; tell-tale signs of mundanity 
around me. The porcelain sunlight 
bejeweling sapphires over the co-

vers of my bed from the afternoon 
sun.  

I have everything I could ever 
want. I have everything I have ever 
wanted. I have everything I imagi-
ned I would ever have. But I am still 
here. Walking the dimly-lit void of 
my darkest conundrums; pathways 
of blackened embers that question 
my every step, persuade my every 
�G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���S�D�X�V�H���D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�W�����E�H-
llow until all noise becomes one. 
And I hear nothing in everything. 

  I look at my friends; family 
that I have found within the mania 
of these city lights. My friends, the 

most random assortment of natio-
nalities, love me dearly. A promise 
and a fact they corroborate, insist, 
and vow time and time again. And 
a ridiculous cynical joke that I deny 
time and time again. I might say I 
believe it. But deep down, within 
the cicatrices that bleed my belief 
every night, I don’t believe it. I will 
never. No matter the hard coated 
absolute evidence that is presented 
before the jury of my heart. It seems 
impossible to believe. How could 
they? Why would they? Why would 
they want to like, much less love, a 
shell of a soul who is a vindictive 
liar faking his whole personality be -
fore them? 

At lunch, against the back-
ground clutter of cutlery and the 
music of shallow chatter and gossip, 
I look at my friends and I remove 
myself. I sit quietly, resting my back 
against the chair, and I become still 
until all dimensions merge into one. 
Noise dies down, vision drapes up, 
and all sensations pacify my still-
ness. 

  Mona’s evil-eye rings ador-
�Q�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U�� �¿�Q�J�H�U�V���� �/�X�F�D�¶�V�� �O�R�Q�J�� �K�D�L�U��
shielding his eyes as he looks down 
at his phone. Victoria’s pupils en-
lightened with glints of kaleidosco -
pic life and joy. Klaudia’s soundless 
lyrical laughter absolving all pande-

monium. Francesco’s earrings cat-
ching the shimmer of lovelorn sun -
light as he turns to me and whispers 
me something. But his voice never 
reaches. The laughter never falls on 
my ears. The muti-colored spectral 
mirages of memories and existence 
before me never registers. Instead a 
blindness paralyzes me. 

My auditory canals are deafened 
and my ears fail to hear the blind-
ness of eyes that lips fail to say. In 
that moment I become nothing. 
�$�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W���� �,�� �¿�Q�G�� �S�H�D�F�H����
�,�� �¿�Q�G�� �V�H�U�H�Q�L�W�\���� �,�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �I�U�H�H�G�R�P��
of choice. And I choose to dissipa-
te. I choose to lose all feeling just 

Divine Ruination
CREATIVE VOICES

BY LISA DUNCAN

gods do not reuire just wine and bread,

gods reuire blood.

and my blood they shall have.

for when i kneel before the altar

that is you,

i feel it consume me,

my love for you.

so much so that it kills me soly,

sweetly,

cruelly.

i feel it take root in my chest,

feel my bones snap beneath the weight of it all,

the start of something fatal.

it tears me apart until i can no longer feel,

chokes me until i can no longer breathe.

it torments me ruthlessly,

endlessly.

and yet,

i do not wish for it to ever end,

for i have nally found

a sin worth destroying myself for.

The Nymph’s Tale
CREATIVE VOICES

BY FEDERICA MURGOLO

Everybody be silent!

I need to invoke

the Nymph of Fresh Waters,

so she can speak the story of us all

and the one of the greatest of Mothers

�Z�K�R���R���H�U�H�G���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���+�H�U���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���Z�R�P�E��

�1�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���6�K�H���V�W�L�O�O���V�X���H�U�V

for those two siblings and a caring wolf,

when Her water broke,

great poets and wise emperors were born:

immortal heroes and villains in the history of our world.

A commander got stabbed on the Ides of March,

betrayed by those he used to call his own;

�D�Q���R�O�G���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���H�Q�G�V�����D���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H���Z�L�O�O���V�W�D�U�W��

Every time our Mother lost,

and every time She won,

the Nymph carefully wrote

these stories in prose,

with comments and notes,

in the water that now contains

all Her tears and all Her pains.

Listen now to the River that never dies!

�,�W���À�R�Z�V

beneath our eyes

and inside our bones,

the River of Endless Desires,

False Hopes, and White Lies.

Some people called It Tiber

�Z�K�L�O�H���V�H�Y�H�Q���N�L�Q�J�V���X�V�H�G���W�R���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���W�K�U�R�Q�H�V��

And when Aeneas touched our Mother’s soul

he smiled, looked at Her and told

his people, “I now call,

this new land, Rome.”

In the same way, yesterday, I saw

my friends and said, “I now call,

this new place, Home.”

to feel the semblance of life I yearn 
to bury. They can’t possibly love a 
person like this, could they? They 
can’t possibly want to experience 
life with a person who can’t wait to 
crack under the weight of his own? 
They can’t possibly. Therefore, they 
don’t. Therefore, I was right. And 
that realization is comforting be-
cause it’s familiar. 

  I am there. In that silent pan -
demonium. In that cataclysmic 
cascade of carnal resentment. New 
cities and new possibilities haven’t 
changed me. New loving and new 
hoping hasn’t broken a slit in the 
façade of the same old losing that 
I have now learn to crave. Becau-
se this losing is comfortable, it’s 
familiar, it’s predictable. Now, I 
sit within the tomb of these four 
walls in an apartment that smells 
freshly of paint; a set of white table 
and chairs that I do not own. I look 

toward the window and out into 
�W�K�H�� �Q�L�J�K�W�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�O�O�� �P�\�� �F�X�S��
full of water to down the morgue 
of pills that rest before me. Waiting 
to claim me. Waiting to drown me. 
Waiting to tame me. But I would 
never tell you that. I would never 
say it to your face. You’d look at me 
and I will look back and that will be 
all you see.  

  Perhaps I am being melodra-
matic. Perhaps these words that 
spill onto crumpled papers strewn 
�D�F�U�R�V�V�� �E�H�G�U�R�R�P�� �À�R�R�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�Q�� �H�[�D-
ggeration; a call for attention. Per-
haps I am feeling too much. Per-
haps it will all go away with time. 
And sometimes, when I lie awake 
at night, enlivening the deadness 
that gnaws, I think about this too. 
And I manage to delude myself just 
for a few seconds so I can laugh at 
my teenage mania, but then when 
every delusion washes away and the 

soot that drips over my body buries 
�P�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�L�U���O�R�F�N�H�G�� �F�R���Q���� �,�� �N�Q�H�H�O��
�D�Q�G�� �V�X���R�F�D�W�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�K�\�W�K�P�� �R�I�� �P�\��
collapsing heart. 

  Perhaps I string together de-
corated words to beguile bystan-
ders into believing my melodra-
matic melancholia. Perhaps I use 
my blood as ink so it stains bylines 
and the imprints are bold and raw; 
unmistakable and ferocious in their 
disposition. But as the inevitability 
of time passes, the stains will dry 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�F�D�U�O�H�W���U�H�V�L�G�X�H���Z�L�O�O���G�X�V�W���R������
leaving behind a yellowish memory 
of what once was, what could have 
been, and what is now long gone. 
�$�Q�G���W�K�H���S�D�J�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H���¿�O�O�H�G���L�Q���D�J�D�L�Q����
And I will lose a little bit more of 
myself again. And perhaps, I can 
�¿�Q�G���V�R�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�D�W�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H�����,���K�D�Y�H��
learned to surmise that for me my 
peace is my tragedy.  

  And so as I sink into the lilac 
sheets of my bed, through the mat-
tress soaked with salt, and into the 
�F�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �À�R�R�U���� �,��
will learn to let go. Let go of the an-
swers that I can’t and won’t be able 
to have. Let go of the person I won’t 
be able to become. Let go of the 
�K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���À�H�H�W�L�Q�J����
like grains of rice strewn on the 
ground to promise good fortune, 
like the decaying petals I pick each 
year to vow my survival to the next 
�D�J�H���� �O�L�N�H�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �U�D�L�Q�� �G�U�R�S�V��
that mirror a captured moment just 
before kissing the ground. I will 
learn to let go.  

  I will love my friends. I will 
give them everything I have to en-
sure they never hate my destitute 
fakeness. I will shape shift into mi -
llions of masquerade deceivers and 
be whoever they want me to be. I 
will be a lie for them to believe. A 

present with no past; a mannequin 
with no memory. I will still call my 
family back home and lie to them as 
well. Lie about the joy of becoming 
everything I hoped I would ever be-
come. And as I cross out years on a 
page, surprised as each one goes by 
but adamant on not having to cross 
out a thirtieth one (honestly, I don’t 
think I would even have to try at 
all). And as I do this, I will also lie 
to myself. 

Lies that will morph into truths; 
a paradoxical paradigm of pessi-
mistic paranoia. I will lie to people 
when they ask me about the an-
tebellum artifacts and souvenirs 
I have gathered on the skin of my 
arms over the years. I will lie and lie 
and lie and that will be peace. That 
will be stillness. And that will be my 
quiet. 

             
  Edited by Sophia Kapadia 

‘Are You Not Entertained?’        
CREATIVE VOICES

BY SUFIYAN SALMAN

Watercolors weeping out of eyes that bleed their merciful misery 

Peeling cuticles until I am a skinned mausoleum of divine trickery 

Nails that yearn to annihilate my narcissistic nihilism away 

Caterwaul of callous vows cascading down calamitous causeways 

Greyish tombs of kids who recede to ashen embers on my screen 

�1�H�Z���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���O�L�Y�H�V���K�D�X�Q�W�H�G���E�\���J�K�R�V�W�V���R�I���J�R�G�O�\���¿�H�Q�G�V��

“Tell me then,” I turn my head and scream into drowning rains, deadening skies, and deafening

lies, “Are you not entertained?” 

Wading grass that cuts my ankles and I bleed with every step 

Polaroids singed into technicolor soot that scald my every map 

Ears don’t hear the blindness of eyes that lips fail to say 

Rue the sight that ignites from the infernal sun of a dying day 

Ridges of withered spine christening a carcass of carnations galore 

A mind of deviant devilish necropolis for a delinquent devilish whore 

�³�7�H�O�O���P�H���W�K�H�Q���´���,���E�R�Z���G�R�Z�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���P�D�W�V���D�Q�G���F�U�\���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���R�E�O�L�Y�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���À�R�R�U��

“Are you not entertained?” 

I can crawl on my hands and knees over marble tiles that eulogize me 

I can use forks, blunt knives, razors stripped from casings to dig into my skin and be 

�$���I�D�Q�D�W�L�F���S�K�D�Q�W�R�P���I�H�U�Y�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D���Y�D�F�D�Q�W���Y�R�L�G���R�I���Z�K�L�P�V�L�F�D�O���Y�L�O�L�¿�H�G���S�H�D�F�H��

A hallowed hell of simple syncopathic ceremonious silence where everything else would cease 

Nothingness that will sink me into paradoxical paradigms and I would exist no more 

The tale of my languished liberation will be etched into the bylines of cowardice’s folklore 

But I would give my life for this cowardice, just to escape from this existence forevermore 

“Tell me then,” I will ask once my bones melt away into pus and seep from the infernal caverns

of hell, “Are you not entertained?”

Can I close my eyes? 

Can the ailing syncopating serendipity shrivel away in sighs? 

Can my dreams dream of depths that delude death to decay? 

Can my blindness aid my astronomy to ashen and ache astray? 

�7�K�H���H�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�\�� 

Solipsism that is cinders in my palm that sweetens cystic salinity. 

Announcement of the day when all confusion of choice dissipates 

Commencement of the eve when all illusions of resilience escalate 

I could have done more. I should have done more. This didn’t have to be the way. 

I didn’t try hard enough. I didn’t want it bad enough. Now, who would be the one to pray?  

As they stand, side by side, like forsaken angels forsaking the forsaken on funeral day 

Clothed in white shrines, faces swept with millennia of masqueraded dismay 

Tears that’d tear torrents into the ground below just for naked eyes to bear witness 

To the snakes and scorpions that would kiss my deadness until the mud is mad with

sickness 

And the screams that will be entombed within that darkness of the pain that I know I will

deserve 

And the faithlessness that will forge my damnation to ridicule the peace I preserved 

I will burn and I will die and I will recede and I will cry  

I will outnumber the lives I will die and the ungodly lies will be my highs   

“Tell me then,” I will scream once my blood boils and my face melts into carcasses that

beguile the hellish delight, “Are you not entertained?”

Edited by Paula Fernandez



BY CAROLINA GRACE LITTLETON

H ave you ever wanted to 
book a trip somewhe -

re outside of Italy but can’t 
�¿�Q�G���D�Q�\���W�L�F�N�H�W�V���I�R�U���D���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G��
�D���R�U�G�D�E�O�H���S�U�L�F�H�"��Well, stop your 
never-ending search for cheap pla-
ne tickets because here are the top 
3 cheapest countries you can 
visit from Rome for as low as 
€29!

For starters, I will let you in on 
my ticket-searching-secrets and 
�K�R�Z�� �,�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �G�H�D�O�V���� �,�� �X�V�H�� �D�Q��
�D�S�S���F�D�O�O�H�G���.�D�\�D�N���W�R���¿�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L-
�W�\���R�I���P�\���À�L�J�K�W�V�����<�R�X���F�D�Q���V�H�O�H�F�W���H�[�D�F�W��
dates, or a date range, that you want 
to plan your trip for. Then, you can 
select a maximum budget you are 
willing to spend, for today I set the 
�E�X�G�J�H�W���I�R�U���U�R�X�Q�G���W�U�L�S���À�L�J�K�W�V���X�Q�G�H�U��
€100. Finally, simply select that you 
�D�U�H���À�\�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���5�R�P�H�����K�L�W���µ�(�[�S�O�R�U�H�¶��
and see all the amazing places you 
�F�D�Q���J�R�����.�D�\�D�N���R���H�U�V���D���O�L�V�W���R�I���À�L�J�K�W�V��
that are the cheapest and best when 
regarding the amount of time it 
takes to get there or number of la-
yovers (this is another setting you 
can select to choose how many la-
yovers you’re willing to have, if any 
at all). By keeping a consistent eye 
on the prices of countries you want 
to visit you’ll begin to recognize the 
patterns of when the price increases 
and decreases and soon you will be 
a travel-budgeting pro! 

�,�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �S�U�L�F�H�V��
about 50 days before my desired 
departure date. 

 
#3 Barcelona, Spain
�6�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �R���� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �H�[-

pensive round trip of the article is 
Barcelona, Spain and the tickets are 
still only €49, and sometimes they 
can be even cheaper if you keep 
track of the ranging prices. Bar-
celona seems to be the hotspot for 
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���J�R���W�R���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���Y�H�U�\���¿�U�V�W��
trip while at John Cabot. Not only 
are the plane tickets very cheap, but 
there is always something to do at 
any time of the year.  

Barcelona is a fantastic place to 
go if you are also particularly loo-
king for a place with good nightlife.  

But if you’re particularly inter -
ested in the culture or architecture, 
�\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�L�F�N�H�W�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Y�H�U�\��
famous Sagrada Familia for as low 
�D�V���¼���������7�K�H���F�L�W�\���D�O�V�R���R���H�U�V���D���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
number of cheap tours ranging 

from €2-€5 that should not be pas -
sed up on. You can go on a standard 
walking tour, a tour of Barcelona’s 
gothic quarter, or of Barcelona’s 
cathedrals, squares, and markets. 
These make for great daytime acti-
vities, and who knows maybe you’ll 
�¿�Q�G���D���I�X�Q���S�O�D�F�H���W�R���V�S�H�Q�G���\�R�X�U���H�Y�H-
ning that night! 

 There is a lot to do and see in 
�%�D�U�F�H�O�R�Q�D�����E�X�W���W�K�H���F�K�H�D�S���À�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G��
bright nightlife makes it out to be a 
fun weekend with your friends out -
side of Italy!  

#2 Nice, France
�<�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �À�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�G�R�U�D�E�O�H����

southeastern town in France for 
only €36! Many people tend to 
jump on Paris when they plan a trip 
to France, but Nice shows another 
side of France that is particularly 
stunning. On this coastal town you 
�Z�L�O�O�� �¿�Q�G�� �F�D�W�K�H�G�U�D�O�V���� �P�X�V�H�X�P�V����
opera houses, castles and more in-
teresting architectural sights that 
�G�L���H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�D�Q�G�� �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H��
�\�R�X�¶�O�O�� �¿�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �3�D�U�L�V���� �1�L�F�H�� �R���H�U�V�� �D��
lot of coastal tours to surrounding 
�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�Q�� �D���R�U�G�D�E�O�H�� �S�U�L�F�H���� �D�V��
well. Another traveling app that 
�,�� �X�V�H�� �R�Q�� �D�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �E�D�V�L�V�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G��
good prices for fun activities in the 
areas in visiting is Get Your Guide.  
�+�H�U�H���\�R�X���F�D�Q���¿�Q�G���U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���S�U�L�F�H�V���R�I��
tours and activities anywhere you 
go, and Nice has a lot of trips for as 
low as €40 per person that will take 
you along its coast or through the 
streets of its town.  
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The most interesting thing of 
Nice, France that everyone can en-
joy is simply walking around the 
Old Town Historic District. And 
this is completely free! Of course, 
some of the sights you will see will 
cost money for entrance, but many 
of the cathedrals and markets you 
�P�D�\���¿�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�\���D�U�H���I�U�H�H���H�Q-
trance. just like in Rome!  

If you are planning your trip in 
the Summer, then you will have to 
go swimming on the beautiful bea-
ches of Nice and try some Medite-
rranean seafood that is also typica-
lly very budget friendly! 

 #1 Tirana, Albania
�<�R�X���F�D�Q���E�R�R�N���D���U�R�X�Q�G���W�U�L�S���À�L�J�K�W��

to Tirana, Albania for as cheap as 
€29! This is a great trip to book if 
you are looking for one that is che-
ap and last minute. The round-trip 
tickets to Tirana, Albania stay con-
sistent regardless of when you are 
buying your tickets which makes it 
very easily accessible at any time 
�R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�����7�K�H���À�L�J�K�W���L�V���F�K�H�D�S���D�Q�G��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���� �,�W�¶�V�� �D�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�� �À�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�D�W��
takes about 1 hour and 30 minutes 
�W�R�� �À�\���� �$�Q�G�� �L�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �L�V�Q�¶�W�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K��
to convince you to take a trip to Al-
bania, then the overall cost of food 
and hospitality will. Everything in 
Albania was so much cheaper than 
most places in Europe. I went to Ti-
rana in the fall semester and a lot of 
people asked me, “What is there to 
do in Albania?” I, honestly, thought 
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J�����E�X�W���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���À�L�J�K�W��

was so cheap, along with everything 
else on the trip, it opened up a lot of 
opportunities to spend that money 
on other activities and adventures 
that made the trip so worth it. 

If you are planning on staying 
in Tirana during your trip, here are 
�V�R�P�H�� �D���R�U�G�D�E�O�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �W�K�H�U�H��
that I did that everyone must try. 
For starters, my favorite thing I 
�G�L�G�� �L�Q�� �$�O�E�D�Q�L�D�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Y�H�U�\�� �D���R�U-
dable and drop-dead gorgeous was 
the Dajti Express lift that is about 
a 20-minute taxi ride from the city 
center. I spent the day taking a con-
veyor belt life to the very top of the 
mountains in Albania and it was 
amazing. 

The tickets for the the lift were 
only €14 to go up the mountain, 
stay up there as long as you want, 
and to come back down. The city 
�D�O�V�R���R���H�U�V���D���O�R�W���R�I���I�U�H�H���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�R�X�U�V��
of Tirana, as most cities do, but I 
�D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �W�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �X�S�� �R�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �R���H�U��
because it is great way to familiari-
ze yourself with the city, and I often 
�¿�Q�G���P�\�V�H�O�I���V�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���,���Z�L�O�O��
want to check out later in my trip. 
Finally, Tirana has a great nightti -
me scene. There are a lot of bars, 
and even some clubs, that do not 
charge an entrance fee, so you can 
go in for as long as you would like 
and then check out the next one.  

If you are planning on taking a 
day trip from Tirana during your 
trip, I would highly recommend 

Durrës, Albania. You can easily take 
a bus from Tirana airport directly to 
this seaside town, and it is perfect 
for a relaxing day by the sea. And, 
�R�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q���� �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �\�R�X�¶�O�O�� �¿�Q�G��
�K�H�U�H���L�V���Y�H�U�\���D���R�U�G�D�E�O�H������

This may be the best place to 
travel to as a college student becau-
se it is very economical and has the 
possibility of being a very fun, rela-
xing, and enjoyable time with your 
friends! �„

               Edited by Mariel Gousios
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The Death Countdown  

BY VISHWA PARMAR

My high school organizes 
Educational Tours for se-

niors every year. Every year we go 
to places around India which hold 
cultural, socio-economic, and his-
torical importance. Last year my 
school took our seniors to Sundar-
bans, a national animal sanctuary 
in West Bengal. The students lear-
ned about endangered Asiatic tigers 
and the rumour has it that they saw 
a rare white tiger as well. However, 
there was no proof of the sighting of 
the white tiger.  

This year they decided to go to 
Banaras, Uttar Pradesh but refused 
to disclose the information about 
our accommodation. We travelled 
from Vadodara to Banaras, crossed 
the river Ganga at midnight. And 
reached the Ghats where our hotel 
was. This building was no less than 
a historical landmark. I ambled 
towards the main door of the buil-
ding. My teachers and classmates 
are behind me. On both sides, there 
�Z�D�V���D���J�D�U�G�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�Q���À�R�Z�H�U���E�H�G�V����
Tall but quite undernourished trees 
made its boundaries and hide the 
wall of the Hotel. All I could see 
was the light from the spaces bet-
ween closed doors and windows. I 
sat down on my trolley bag. I sta-
red blankly at the signboard above 
the main entrance. There was very 
little light, I could barely read the 
heading. After a moment, someone 
opens the main door. Light comes 
out, embracing me. But I closed 
my eyes, they were still adapting to 
this sudden exposure. Somehow, I 
opened them partially. I cannot see 
his face, the person standing at the 
door. I blinked my eyes, and he was 
gone. Because of the light, I could 
see the board now. I kept looking at 
the heading till the watchman came 
to me, breaking the spell.

“Welcome to Muktidham… The 
Salvation Resort.” He said before 
taking my luggage and disappea-
ring inside.   

A breeze caressed my face. Since 
the door was now open, I could see 
a few people moving inside. A few 
very old people, moving very terri-
bly slowly. I must go in, but I am 
not sure. My feet freeze. I become 
a cold statue who breathes. My eyes 
�D�U�H���¿�[�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�D�G�V��
‘MUKTIDHAM,’ written in Hindi. 
The paint looks old and chipped. I 
check around, in the garden, and 
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the compound is visible from whe-
re I am standing. The entire place is 
so clean. It reminds me of my gran-
dparents’ house in Ahmedabad. My 
grandmother lives there now. She 
cleans it every morning by herself. 
Even if it is not dirty at all; it has be -
come part of her daily routine. The 
scent of river and incense strangely 
attracts me, pulling me towards it. 
At the same time, a part of my heart 
wants to turn around and run. Just 
run to the Ghats and get a boat and 
disappear. 

I needed some time for myself 
and that is because I knew where I 
was standing. I knew what this pla-
ce was like. I knew what happened 
here and why this Hotel was built in 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���D�O�O���W�K�L�V��
till that night. I had just read about 
it on the train on the way to Vara-
nasi. Apart from the home of 2000 
temples, Lord Shiva’s Golden Tem-
ple, Kashi Vishwanath Temple, and 
the enormous Holy Ghats of Ganga. 
The Article which grabbed my at-
tention was “The Salvation Resort-
-The Way to Heaven.” The title rai-
sed my curiosity naturally. I turned 
the pages and started reading. I 
remembered a few things from the 
article…. “It is a resort built for the 
people who want to die in Banaras 
which opens the gates for them to 
Heaven. It is like a Station in the 
journey of the Afterlife.” For that 
very reason, Death in Varanasi is ce-
lebrated rather than mourned. This 
Hotel is called Muktidham Ashram 
which was famous for only catering 
�W�R���W�K�H���R�O�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�¿�U�P�����Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���G�L�H��
and attain salvation. I had no idea 
that I would get to visit this place so 
early in my life. Because extremely 
old people are allowed to check in. 
Or people with a terminal illness. I 
am not that old. And as far as my 
health is concerned, I am doing 
well. But now I have started feeling 
very sick in my stomach. I couldn’t 
stop wondering what was going to 
happen there.  

 “Can you please step in,” Mrs. 
Reddy, our teacher in charge, as-
ked, impatiently. I gained my 
breath and exhaled. I am exhausted 
beyond my imagination because of 
all the travelling. And the weight of 
Muktidham Ashram is making my 
head heavy. Yet without moving a 
muscle, I replied with utmost sin -
cerity. “I was waiting for everyone, 
ma’am.” Gradually, everybody star-
�W�H�G�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�¿�U-
med. This was going to be our hotel 
for the rest of the trip. Some part of 
me still wanted to believe that this 

was some kind of temporary arran-
gement. And we will soon leave. Be-
cause I wanted to leave right now. 

 
My group mates look drained 

and upset, probably because we 
climbed up the hill. Mrs. Reddy is 
escorting me inside for some re-
ason. I must get going with her; 
otherwise, she would suspect that 
something is wrong with me. I was 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�R���F�O�L�P�E���X�S���W�K�H���K�L�O�O��
and reach this place. But now I am 
the last to enter. Meanwhile, my 
mild headache had become worse. 
When we entered the compound, 
one skinny little man shut the door 
behind me. As we moved in, I sme-
lled the aroma of Agarbattis and Di-
yas and food from the kitchen near-
by. My olfactory lobes are not used 
to such strong fragrances. It is peak 
time after Puja.

My classmates are sitting down 
�Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�\�� �¿�Q�G�� �E�D�U�H�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G����
Some of them sat on their trolleys, 
chairs, tables, and some on the 
�À�R�R�U�����%�X�W���,���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���D���F�R�O�G���V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H��
who breathed and somehow walked 
too. We gathered in a large rectan-
gular compound. The building has 
no roof. And there is a large tree, 
I don’t remember which kind, in 
the compound’s corner. That tree 
was unforgettably majestic, and 
its branches crawled all the way to 
�W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���À�R�R�U�� �:�K�L�F�K���W�U�H�H���L�V���L�W�����,��
wondered. Mrs. Reddy stood up on 
a chair since she is no longer than 
4 ‘1 or 2. Our helper uncle from co-
llege who came with us gestured to 
�N�H�H�S�� �T�X�L�H�W���E�\�� �S�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �¿�Q�J�H�U�� �R�Q��
his lips and dilating his big round 
eyes. But it is not needed at all. Be-
�F�D�X�V�H���Q�R���R�Q�H���L�V���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
�S�O�D�F�H���� �0�U�V���� �5�H�G�G�\�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �E�H�J�L�Q�V���� �,��
am standing in the corner, hardly 
listening to her.   

“I know you all must have ques-
tions... We have someone among us 
who can answer them.” And with 
that, she comes down from her 
temporary podium. An old man ap -
pears right after. He stood straight. 
He is an unshaven stern face with 
deep lines and almost unblinking 
eyes. He is framed by Gray cropped 
hair and ironed Dhoti and Kurta. 
He takes his time to accommoda-
te the audience. But it seems like 
he is giving us some time to adjust 
ourselves for whatever might come 
next! “Namaskar.”  

 He won’t get Namaskar in re-
turn, but he looks as if he was not 
expecting it from us either. He con-
tinues after a moment. For some re-

ason, he is not disappointed by our 
level of enthusiasm. He looks cool. 
I guess everything is happening 
the way he had expected. I wonder 
what it would be like if all the things 
go as you have already predicted. 
�/�L�I�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���P�R�U�H���E�R�U�L�Q�J��
than it already is. 

“Everything changes when you 
check into Muktidham and yet re-
mains the same when you don’t 
check out… Alive,” the old man 
says. “I am Naresh Pandit. I take 
care of this humble abode. We help 
people to spend their last days here 
in the Ashram in peace. Every year 
lakhs and lakhs of people come to 
Banaras from all over the world. 
And hundreds of them come to live 
in Muktidham Ashram. Because we 
truly believe that people who lose 
their consciousness in Banaras, 
near the Holy Ghats of Maa Gan-
ga… Attain a higher existence and 
they go to heaven. This is beyond 
this material world that we live in… 
Their souls travel directly to hea-
ven, and they are never reborn on 
the earth in any form. We particu-
larly take care of those people and 
�J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P���¿�Q�D�O���U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���´ 

He looked at everybody, pro-
bably busy capturing their facial 
expressions, and reactions to his 
�H�Y�H�U�\�� �Z�R�U�G���� �$�Q�G�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�J�X�U�H��
out what was going on with them, 
in their young minds. I looked at 
everybody too. He gives us time to 
process his words. His speech gave 
�P�H���J�R�R�V�H�E�X�P�S�V�����)�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H����
my group mates put their cell pho-
nes aside and paid attention becau-
�V�H�� �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �J�R�L�Q�J��
on. We had never heard anything 
like that before. I have read about 
�L�W���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V��
real. And it was happening. “Our 
guests live here and wait for their 
soul to lose their body and attain 
freedom… Then we complete all the 
necessary cremation ceremonies.”

 
My heart almost stopped wor-

king when I realize that the other 
guests were going to die. The very 
thought is aggravating. My eyes 
were searching for someone, no 
one in particular. But the old man 
didn’t wait for me. He kept talking. 
It is hard for me to concentrate 
now. I heard the old man saying, 
“This resort is just a junction befo-
re the Gates of Heaven. If you have 
served mankind, your family, and 
God… You will end up in Heaven in 
your…” I looked at the old man, still 
speaking. “Sometimes people mi-
sunderstand our concept of a jour-

ney to Heaven... You are the young 
generation. You have the power to 
change that notion. At least you can 
try. I could not expect more. Spend 
time with your parents... Stay away 
from bad company. And improve 
yourself. Take upon good habits 
and stay healthy for you and upco-
ming generations: your future, your 
children. I just want you all to have 
faith in yourself. Be true to yourself, 
and God will always be with you.” 

�,�W�� �V�H�H�P�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �K�H�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
yet. His thoughts need more spa-
ce. Mrs. Reddy ascends her throne 
�Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�� �L�V�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���� �³�6�W�X-
dents, as you know, we cannot live 
here. I mean, it’s too early for us to 
check-in.” She chuckles. Does she 
think this is humorous? “We have 
got a few days from now. I will as-
sign you your tasks today. You must 
record the experiences, lives of the 
gussets and make a report. This 
should be a learning experience 
for you. These are sagacious and 
old people. Talk to them and learn 
about meaning of life and establish 
a connection within the communi -
ty. “You will have to make a report 
and submit me,” she says before 
leaving. Everybody gets dispersed 
as soon as she steps down from her 
temporary podium. But I am still 
standing here. 

Listless… Lifeless. 

Those Grandmas and Grandpas 
are going to die. They are on ‘The 
Death Countdown.’ It feels so weird. 
Suddenly everything I have learned 
�À�R�D�W�V���L�Q���P�\���K�H�D�G�����(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���E�H�F�R-
mes questionable. What is the mea-
ning of life? What is Death? What 
is Salvation? Is it a real thing? Mrs. 
Reddy starts calling our names. 
Everybody is assigned their gussets. 
Then my class disperses itself and 
goes to their assigned rooms. Whi-
le I look around for the caretaker 
and somehow make my way to his 
study room; it has no doors. The 
wall is full of books and registers. 
All piled up behind him. The care-
taker of Muktidham is sitting in the 
candlelight without any fan; cold 
wind from the door is enough. His 
�S�R�V�W�X�U�H���L�V���D�V���¿�U�P���D�V���H�Y�H�U�����+�L�V���J�U�D�\��
hair is combed back, and his Yellow 
Tilak is still unmatched by his pres-
sed Dhoti and Kurta. He gazes up 
at us from his register, which looks 
so fragile that it can turn into ashes 
�D�Q�G���À�R�D�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�L�U�����$�Q���D�Z�N�Z�D�U�G���V�L-
lence settles between us. We keep 
looking at each other. And then the 

CONTINUES 
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old man said, “Sit down.” I follow, almost immediately. I am glad.  

 “What is the meaning of life?” I asked. And the old caretaker’s smiles.

“What do you need meaning for, life is a celebration, and you should 
celebrate it while you still can.”   

Years later, I am studying abroad in Rome,
thousands of miles away from home,
from my family, friends and everything I have ever known.
When I am struggling to live on my own,
and feel lost, seconds away from giving up.
I reminisce my trip to Varanasi,
how young and innocent I was 
when an old man taught me what a celebration life is. 
In the it’s not the years in your life that count.  
It’s the life in your years.

    �(�G�L�W�H�G���E�\���6�R�¿�D���(�V�S�L�Q�R�V�D
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Celestial Compatibility: Stellar 
Soulmates or a Cosmic Clash?

BY AMANDA CONTESSA

Dear Readers, it’s our plea-
sure to welcome you back 

to the astrology section. 

Rather than attempt to spell 
out what is in the cards for you this 
month or give a deep analysis of 
your sign that will inevitably leave 
you in a state of existential dread, 
I have decided to provide you with 
hope regarding your celestial com-
patibility with someone.  

One of the most extensive talks 
among the astrological commu-
nity as of late has been celestial 
�F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���� �P�R�U�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\����
I’ve come across articles titled 
“What Zodiac Signs You Should 
Stay Away from” and “The Least 
Compatible Zodiac Signs for Ma-
rriage.” If you ask me, these are ar-

ticles that say a whole lot of nothing.

At The Celestial Corner, we are 
to tell you that zodiac compatibility 
can be quite lovely. Assuming you 
believe in them, there is something 
beautiful about the stars holding 
information that we don’t; howe -
ver, they are not everything! In the 
grand scheme of relationships, your 
sign may not be the best indicator of 
compatibility, and I’m here to give 
you an example of why. This little 
�V�W�R�U�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�D���U�P�� �\�R�X�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V-
hips, whether platonic or romantic, 
with the ones you hold dear to your 
heart. 

Our story begins in 1992; two 
individuals are set up on a blind 
date by a mutual friend. The date 
goes swimmingly, and they start 
dating shortly after. From crying 
over 1994’s The Lion King to atten-
ding friends’ weddings together, this 
couple seemed like the real deal; 
however, beneath the surface, their 

zodiac signs were raging a “bitter 
war”. Only time could tell when it 
would rise to the surface. 

�7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�P�S�O�H-
tely independent; she had her own 
�D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���� �D�� �V�R�O�L�G�� �M�R�E���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V�� �¿-
nancially stable: her life couldn’t 
have been any better. The same 
can’t be said for the other partner. 
Still sleeping in his childhood be-
droom, and enjoying homemade 
meals after work, he was a typical 
“Momma’s boy,” if you will.  

His reluctance – and stubborn-
ness – to leave home and start anew 
with his ferociously independent 
partner, led the couple to separate 
after 6 years together. If I were her, 
I would have cut my losses 6 weeks 
in, but I digress. After terribly mis-
sing his partner and realizing that 
she was ‘the one that got away,’ he 
came groveling back, and – by his 
luck – she took him back. 

Oh, and if you’re not an astrolo-
gy junkie and didn’t already know, 
he was a Taurus, and she was a Leo. 
Could I make it any more obvious?  

Anyway, the second time’s the 
charm because they married in 
2002 and are still together to this 
day. By the way, the people I’m tal-
king about are… my parents! So yes, 
Taurus and Leo individuals are both 
�µ�¿�[�H�G�¶�� �V�L�J�Q�V���� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�\�� �V�W�D�Q�G��
their ground: a perfect concoction 
to butt heads at any time. My mom, 
a relatively free-spirited person, 
and my dad, the most stubborn yet 
anxious man I’ve ever known, have 
been together for over 30 years 
(minus the 6-month break). Ever 
since getting into astrology, I have 
wondered how that could be; still, 
throughout my years under their 
roof, it has become clear: they are 
compatible regardless of the cos-
mos’ predictions. 

From silly arguments over my 

dad’s experimental cooking in the 
kitchen or my mom dictating our 
family vacations, I have realized 
that love doesn’t necessarily need 
to be written in the stars, so to say; 
sometimes, you love someone just 
because you do. No fancy expla-
nation, dissection of birth charts, 
or comparing who they should or 
shouldn’t be with, just… love! 

So yes, I advise you to trust 
your gut as you navigate the com-
plex system of relationships. Don’t 
stress over whether the person is a 
Taurus, Leo, Aries… or even a Pis-
ces. Just remember, astrology is a 
beautiful, complex system we can 
use to make sense of ourselves and 
the world around us, but sometimes 
the people around us ignite the best 
qualities in us during our journeys 
throughout the cosmos. Therein 
lies the true magic. �„
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